L. CMSFoundation

February 2021 Bulletin Sentences

February 7, 2021

Very few of us enjoy paying taxes. Yet Jesus, speaking to this topic once said, “Give to
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” That takes deliberate thought and
careful planning. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin to ask
the right questions. Contact...

February 14, 2021

The Federal Estate Tax Exemption is currently $11.7 million for an individual and $23.4
million for a married couple. Under those rules, most of us will not pay a federal estate tax.
However, there can be state estate taxes. Predictions are that federal estate exemptions
will go down drastically soon. Do you know what impact that would have on the gifts you
plan to give from your estate to family and ministry? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...

February 21, 2021

Certain assets we hold, things like 401(k)s, IRAs or even annuities can carry a tax burden
not related to a federal estate tax. These special accounts have never been taxed, and so
when money is withdrawn, either in life or through inheritance, there will not be an estate
tax but an income tax event. If you have never discussed the taxation of your assets, you
may be missing an opportunity to maximize your gifts to family and ministry. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

February 28, 2021

Surveys indicate that most people who give to support ministry are not highly motivated by
tax issues. They are motivated by God's grace. Yet those who support the Lord's work want
to be wise about the management of God's gifts and this means paying attention to the
impact of taxation on the use of those gifts. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help you begin that consideration. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2025 Bulletin Sentences

February 1, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. An automated will or trust generator may not be able to capture family
nuances pertaining to inheritance. Hiring legal counsel to make sure these issues are addressed is
pursued. To prepare for working with an attorney, your Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...

February 8, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. Choosing the right asset to aim toward inheritance or the right one to
create a charitable gift can make the difference in not paying tens of thousands of unnecessary taxes.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you understand the right choice. Contact...

February 15, 2026

We live in an “I can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. A will might refer to a certain percentage of gift to family or ministry,
but a beneficiary designation on an account like an IRA might supersede with different instructions. Itis
important to have help making sure these documents agree. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist. Contact...

February 22, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. Sometimes we don’t know the possibilities of things we could do,
especially on our own. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can show you those gifting
opportunities. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2021 Newsletter Article

Frank and Katherine were raised to be thrifty, hard-working, God-fearing, children of God.
They raised their children in the faith as well and enjoyed sharing Bible stories with their
grandchildren. Frank and Katherine were known to not waste a thing, washing, and reusing
disposable items, ripping off the bottom half of a piece of mail that came, to use for scrap
paper. They had been diligent savers, putting a portion of weekly income into an
investment account. Years ago, their advisor had directed them to put investments in
annuities. Since that time, all growth on their investments had grown tax deferred. They
never planned on spending any of it. They planned on giving it all to their children as
inheritance. Little did they know that a large portion of that inheritance would simply be
paid in taxes. An LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor had presented at their church
and raised the topic of wise tax planning. They brushed it off. They did not see the value.
This couple that rejoiced about saving pennies at a time by reusing old things, threw away
tens of thousands of dollars in taxes that could have enriched their children’s inheritance
or created a nice bequest to their Church, enabling more people to hear about Jesus.

We often put off such work, because it intimidates us, as we venture into topics that we
have never discussed before. Yet the story of Frank and Katherine illustrates for all of us,
that a few hours of conversation and planning could potentially magnify the effect of a
lifetime of careful stewardship of God’s gifts. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2021 Bulletin Sentences

March 7, 2021

Teaching Sunday school or volunteering for an outreach event at church are activities easily
connected with our Christian faith. But in your daily life, are there mundane tasks you do
that seem to have nothing to do with faith, like changing a diaper, doing a load of laundry,
or weeding the garden? Among those disconnected tasks can be the management of
money or the planning of your estate. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you
start reconnecting again. Contact...

March 14, 2021

In keeping the work with your estate plans connected with your life in Jesus, a starting point
is to consider whether inheritance to family is an entitlement or is a plan with which to
grace family members with God's gifts. That clear vision is a key point in keeping your gift
plans connected with your faith. How do you see each gift conveying blessing? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you answer these questions. Contact...

March 21, 2021

Since all gifts in your life are really God’s gifts, it is crucial to use advisors (legal, financial,
tax) who will respect that connection and help you to grace the people and ministries
closest to your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
formulate your gifting desires and the questions to discuss with your professional advisors
so that they can help you. Contact...

March 28, 2021

Since all gifts are first of all God's gifts, distribution of estate gifts begins with prayer, asking
for God's direction for proper understanding of where His gifts are intended to go. Part of
that questioning will be consideration of support of ministries that have become woven
into your life as you have been blessed through them and as you serve through them. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can ask you these direct questions, so that you
may pray and decide. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2021 Newsletter Article

You see an ad asking for volunteers to deliver to needy families some coats, hats, and
gloves that have been purchased by a local charity. You volunteer to make six deliveries. At
each home, the families shower you with praise for these thoughtful gifts. All day long you
keep reminding them that you are only the messenger, and that the gifts really came from
the charity.

In a way, this story is a true parallel to our lives as we dispense God's gifts, whether that be
caring for our families, supporting ministries that share Jesus or sharing something with a
neighbor who lives next door.

Since all the gifts in our lives are God's gifts, we find ourselves constantly reminding those
who thank us that we are simply sharing God’s things with them. We are not really being
generous. We are not leaving a personal legacy. We are simply being faithful stewards with
God's gifts, following through on the good works He prepared in advance for us to do, for
which He prepared us with His gifts.

St. Paul wrote in Galatians 3, “So whatever you do, whether in word or deed, DO IT ALL in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” That perspective
reflects a heart captured by God's grace, intent on sharing that grace with everyone.
Through His gifts God's saves with His Gospel.

If you would like to talk about giving perspectives, your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can
help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2021 Bulletin Sentences

April 4, 2021

Why do | need an estate plan? Even as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus today, we
also know that His victory is so sweet because it gives eternal life even as our present lives
here on earth are finite. An estate plan, and the gift plan that designs how God's gifts will
be distributed to the family you love and the ministries you care about, begins with a face-
to-face confrontation with end-of-life issues. Yet end of life is not really accurate for the
child of God. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and life...whoever lives and believes in me
will by no means die, forever.” Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
encourage you. Contact...

April 11, 2021

Why do | need an estate plan? Without thoughtful preparation, discussion with legal
counsel and the legal documents that flow from that process, you are leaving things “up in
the air.” Someone else will decide. That means a court will make your decisions for you
and that judge may not care about the Christian faith, your family, or the support of Christ's
kingdom. Led by God'’s Spirit, you can put that plan together, and it will be followed. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get organized and to think and pray
through your goals, getting you ready to meet with legal counsel. Contact...

April 18, 2021

Why do | need an estate plan? God established your authority over His gifts. You may have
family for which to care. You have financial assets you need to aim for godly purposes.

You have God's graceful purpose of sharing Jesus in everything you do. When the Lord
calls you home, you don't want family spending endless hours in court battling over powers
and assets. You want them continuing in the faith which you shared with them. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think about your stewardship
privileges. Contact...

April 25, 2021

Why do you need an estate plan, and the plan for distributing gifts through that plan? God
has blessed you with relationships, with family or other loved ones, and with a connection
to ministries you support today. Putting your plan together will continue that act of love
toward those with whom you have been related throughout your earthly life, continually
reminding them of their life in Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you think about these relationships with which you have been blest. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2021 Newsletter Article

Don and Mary recently reviewed their estate plan and their plan for gifts found within that
estate plan. They reaffirmed the decisions they made ten years ago were still the best
decisions for showing love to their children and grandchildren, and for supporting their
congregation and other ministries that mean so much to them.

In their review, they found that they needed to clean up some beneficiary designations that
had gotten out of alignment with that plan. They also found that over the last ten years,
God had blessed them with even more gifts than before and that their gift plan would be
even more of a blessing.

With the support of their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor, they decided to call
together a family meeting. One child objected saying, “Mom and Dad, quit being so
morbid.” But they proceeded on with the gathering. They began by reading their family
blessings. By the end of those four paragraphs, everyone had tears running down their
faces, thankful for the love and faith they shared.

Then Don and Mary explained their gift plan to their family, pointing out the gifts their
family would receive someday and their support for the Lord’s work that always had been a
hallmark of this family. Then, they prayed.

As their children and grandchildren were loading up into cars to leave, with hugs all
around, great peace was upon them all and a confidence abounded. That day they had a
chance to remember that life in Jesus goes on forever. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2021 Bulletin Sentences

May 2, 2021

Annual physicals, going to the dentist or getting the eyes checked are things we understand
that we need to do to promote good health. Most of us probably dread scheduling the
appointments either because we are too busy, or we just do not like going through the
process. Review of one’s estate plan is something that needs this regular attention, too.
Assessing the pieces to make sure that everything is in place requires a review every five
to seven years. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help get you organized.
Contact...

May 9, 2021

Estate plans need review because life is not static. It changes constantly. You want to
make sure that all the people you love and all the ministries you care about are actually
written into your gift plan with God's gifts. Each birth of a grandchild, change in
employment status or move to a new location is a trigger that it is time to review your plan.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you verify the basic elements of
your plan, getting you ready to meet with your attorney. Contact...

May 16, 2021

Twenty years ago, you put a plan together when your list of assets was much different
than it is today. Your investment advisor is different. You do not own the same accounts.
You may have rolled over 401ks into an IRA. An insurance policy disappeared; another has
changed status. Do you understand the significance of all those changes? Have you
properly filled out beneficiary designation change forms? You LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help connect the dots between current assets and past plans,
identifying where there may have been some drift. Contact...

May 23, 2021

Your will or trust says that 80% of your assets will go to family and details a 20% gift to your
favorite ministry. However, a review of your financial assets today shows that
beneficiary designations direct 100% of the value to your spouse (as primary) or 100% to
your children (as contingent or secondary). That 20% designation to ministry in your will or
trust might in reality only represent 2% of your estate value: beneficiary designations
trump wills or trusts. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you see the
true picture. Contact...

May 30, 2021

Fifteen years ago, your grandchildren were in high school or college and you wanted to
provide for their ongoing education. Now they are adults, working in great jobs. Might it
be that today, the Lord is calling you to redirect some of those gifts planned for family to
support future ministry of the Church, sharing the good news of Jesus? Would you
appreciate a conversation to help you start thinking and praying about this? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact ...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2021 Newsletter Article

Ben was eighty years old. He was in great shape for his age. Until fifteen years ago he had
worked very hard, establishing his own business. The Lord blessed that effort with great
value in that business. Upon retirement, it was time for Ben to enjoy more recreation
time. He lined up four different groups with whom to golf throughout the week. His wife
and he loved to gather with family and friends. In their new busy schedule of retirement,
there was little energy left to review their estate plan.

Ben had always said that 25% of his assets, except for the house, would be a gift to their
congregation. Eventually, Ben agreed to meet with an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor and discovered that all his financial accounts were directed by beneficiary
designations that would give 100% to his wife or 100% to their son. Since the will directed
that their house be given to their son, and 100% of their financial accounts would be going
to their son, what was left was about $3,500 in the checking account that would be
controlled by the gifting language of their will. This successful businessman was going to
give a $750 gift to his church.

That was not what Ben wanted at all! This realization moved him to put down the golf
clubs for one day to work on his plans. After items were updated, Ben commented that
he was really at peace knowing that their plan was secure and in place. He rejoiced in
the gift that would be going to ministry.

Are you like Ben and his wife? Is it time for a review of your plans? Your LCMS Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2021 Newsletter Article

Frank began a business when he was 28 years old. The Lord blessed him greatly and by the
time he retired, that small business was worth 15 million dollars.

Frank and his wife have one son. Frank wants their son to receive 3 million dollars as
inheritance. Frank and his wife wish to give the rest to their church, to set up an
endowment for Christian education at their Lutheran school. However, they never really
got after this task. They have just talked about it a lot.

Now there is a buyer who is anxious to buy Frank’s business. Frank is upset with himself
that he never made his ideas concrete with a specific plan.

Frank approached his congregation about gifting shares of his business to the
congregation. Leaders rejected that notion because of fears of Unrelated Business Income
Tax. Now his attorney is advising him just to sell the business and to make a cash gift to his
church and school. However, his limitations for contributions are limited to 60% of his
adjusted gross income. He will never be able to offset tax due with charitable gifts.

Frank realizes that making his wish become a concrete goal would have resulted in far less
tax paid and for more resources for the educational endowment.

Might you be considering the sale of a business in the next couple of years? The
LCMS Foundation can help think through a strategy together with your

professional advisors. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2021 Bulletin Sentences

June 6, 2021

Having a goal is often key to success in whatever we do. The same is true for your gift plan
in your estate. An obvious first goal for you to establish is for your family. What do you
want inheritance to accomplish for your family? Is that debt reduction or provision for
education? Will an heir establish a business? As you plan these gifts to family, having a
conversation while living is a great idea. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

can facilitate this conversation. Contact...

June 13, 2021

As you goal for your family gift plan, will a lump sum inheritance serve your heirs better or
would it be better spread over time? You don’t want their inheritance to harm them but to
bless. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help talk through your goals in this
area. Contact...

June 20, 2021

We have financial goals for today. But what are your financial goals for the day the Lord
calls you home to heaven? How does that change things? Do you have a heart consumed
by love for one or more ministries of the Church? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help by asking you questions to begin your planning process. Contact...

June 27, 2021

Unless your estate plans are written down in legal documents, you do not have goals but
only wishes. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get organized to
be efficient in working with your attorney to state your goals with assurance that your
desires will become a reality. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2021 Bulletin Sentences

July 4, 2021

Today we celebrate the birthday of our nation. We hope for its legacy to be passed down
to future generations. But what does that mean? Our culture today seems to be obsessed
with passing on legacies. Do legacies construct good things, or do we simply want to be
remembered? Are you preparing a legacy with your estate plan? Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help you think that through. Contact...

July 11, 2021

God puts gifts into our lives in order that we might use them, to honor Him and spread the
name of Jesus. As you consider building a legacy or leaving a legacy gift, are you more
focused on being remembered, or blessing with God’s gifts? The real joy comes in using
God's blessings. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you plan for
gifts to family and gifts to ministry. Contact...

July 18, 2021

Living with a notion that we need to create a plan to be remembered when our time on
earth is complete may very well be ignoring our dependance on God's grace. Itis not by
our accomplishments but by forgiveness in Jesus that we will get to live forever. In estate
gifts to family and ministry, our goal is not to be remembered in a sanitized way that
overlooks our sin, but to bless with God's gifts so that Jesus is shared, and grace is
celebrated. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you plan for gifts to

family and gifts to ministry. Contact...

July 25, 2021

Have you created a “family blessing?” Have you added words to your will or trust that
testify to our life in Jesus Christ, appealing to generations beyond, to believe in Jesus for
the gift that is really life? Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started on
writing those words, so that you might share them with family now, and making sure they
are shared when the Lord calls you home. This is your best legacy to construct. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2021 Newsletter Article

Years ago, two seminary students were walking on the campus of Concordia Theological
Seminary. Most of the buildings on campus had a nameplate depicting important leaders
that blessed the Church in ancient times.

But the gym had a name on it that was unfamiliar. It was the Wambsgans Gymnasium.
They started asking around to see if anyone knew who Wambsgans was. No one knew. It
seemed odd that a plaque that was supposed to establish a legacy for this guy wasn't really
accomplishing its purpose.

Years later, both of those pastors, serving at different times, served a congregation full of
members from a Wambsgans family. They were cousins, nieces, or nephews of the guy
with the name on the gym. Family knew he had played professional baseball. But beyond
that, none of them had many stories to share of this man.

Living life, creating a legacy, hoping to be remembered is a task seldom accomplished. A
couple generations after you have passed, no one will talk about you anymore. But if you
have shared the Gospel, worked with others to share the Gospel or supported the ministry
of sharing the Gospel in the Church financially, that grace of God will be generating new

believers one generation after the next. It's a force multiplying thing, that lasts, for eternity.

If you really want to think about creating a legacy, let that be your goal. Share Jesus. Use
your gifts for sharing Jesus. Plan your estate to remind family of Jesus’ gifts and use estate
gifts to support ministry when you are no longer here. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2021 Bulletin Sentences

August 1, 2021

Jesus said in Matthew 6, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal.” Life is in Jesus and anything we find in our estates is not really life. We look to
manage those gifts in light of eternal life. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...

August 8, 2021

What is the biggest need for your family, to be financially secure or to know Jesus? As we
consider allocating gifts from our estates to family members for their inheritance, is it
possible to be considering eternity instead of just zeros after dollar signs? God has a plan
for His gifts for you to discover. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...

August 15, 2021

We often thing about our “Last Will and Testament” simply as directing dollars. Butin
effect, it is your last word about anything that is on your heart. Most people don't use it for
that, but you can. You can include a “Christian Preamble” by which you testify to your faith.
(If your will is already complete, you can write a “family blessing” and put it with your will.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

August 22, 2021

Because everything from our lives ultimately funnels into God's purpose for this earth, that
everyone would come to know Jesus for salvation, considering gifts from your estate that
will support ministry, make sense. When you know a certain ministry or group of them are
focused on sharing Jesus, you can be a part of that future ministry with your gifts. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

August 29, 2021

You will not take a joystick with you to the grave. You won't be able to control your estate
assets once the Lord calls you home. “Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked
shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.” (Job 1) But you do have a chance right now to put a plan into place about the proper
use of God's gifts found in your estate. You can focus that use on things that will connect
people with Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2021 Newsletter Article

A grand solar minimum is predicted to be happening with the sun over the next decades.
That means that solar energy could be reduced by as much as 7%. For an object in our sky
that often depicts permanence, that kind of fluctuation can be a bit unsettling. (It happens
about every 200 years.) Whenever our sense of permanence is challenged, itis really a
good thing, as God's word speaks to the things that are forever and the things that are not.
Most things come and go, shift and change. Yet the only things that remain permanent
are God and His Word, and His plan to redeem us through the resurrection and introduce
us into His new creation for all eternity, all prepared by Jesus.

So what does that have to do with the present time? Time and the things in time are
opportunities to do God’s bidding, to share the Gospel of Jesus, to love God and love our
neighbor, all with the goal of God’s Spirit calling people to faith so that they may be part of
God's permanent inheritance that He has prepared for us. We look at something like our
estate plans and we make our plans, but always with an eye to eternity. Your LCMS

Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get your eternally focused plan together.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2021 Bulletin Sentences
September 5, 2021

A builder needs the right tools to perform their work. God’s people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. Some tools are
complex. Some are quite simple. Which ones are right for your situation? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can lead you through a process to plan what you want
to do, and how to do it. Contact...

September 12, 2021

A builder needs the right tools to perform their work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. For many, a
simple bequest from a will/trust or beneficiary designation on an account can get the job
done. But even then, God’s donors must choose which assets to use for bequests,
especially being smart, from a tax perspective. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...

September 19, 2021

A builder needs the right tools to perform their work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. Do | want to
give my gifts in lump sums or over time? “Over-time” inheritance gifts might include a
charitable remainder trust. An “over-time” ministry gift might include an endowment. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you settle on your goals and then
choose the right tool with the right assets to make your gift. Contact...

September 26, 2021

A builder needs the right tools to perform their work. God’s people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. God's donors
knows that they want to plan an estate gift to ministry. Yet that gift won't happen
potentially for years, maybe decades. Will ministry needs be the same that far into the
future? How could | plan a gift, but with flexibility? A donor advised fund might be the
answer. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2021 Newsletter Article

For those who are handy, a new project around the house is always an excuse to purchase
a new tool for the garage collection. While that might be a bit of an obsession, there is
deep truth in understanding that do a home improvement project correctly, you must
have the right tool. The project will go more smoothly, and the craftsmanship of the result
will be far higher, if the right tool is used.

One of the biggest “projects” the Lord ever gives us with money is planning how to
distribute our estates when the Lord calls us home. A will or trust might get the job done.
A charitable trust or personal endowment might be required. For flexibility, maybe the
choice is a donor advised fund.

Which is the right tool? We don't use wrenches to pound a nail and don't cut tile with a
wood saw. Knowing what you are trying to accomplish, you grab the right tool and, in the
end, have something beautiful. The same thing is true about using the right gift planning
tools in creating your gift from your estate.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started in constructing
your plan. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2021 Bulletin Sentences

October 3, 2021

A builder needs the right tool to perform his work. God'’s people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. God's people
support ministry throughout their lives. They enjoy using God's gifts for the right reasons.
What if that same giving could keep on happening, even after being called home to heaven?
A personal endowment fund could extend that giving for a term of years, or even until the
Lord comes back. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can lead you through a
process to plan what you want to do, and how to do it. Contact...

October 10, 2021

A builder needs the right tool to perform his work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. A gift of IRA
funds, or other retirement assets, to family as a lump sum will create a large lump sum
taxable event. A charitable remainder trust can invest that money, spreading inheritance
over years AND create a sizable gift to ministry in the future. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can lead you through a process to plan what you want to do, and how
to do it. Contact...

October 17, 2021

A builder needs the right tool to perform his work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. An investment
you made years ago and never thought about has been blessed by the Lord. You would like
some income from it in retirement years but don't like the idea of paying a lot of tax on the
gain. You can gift that asset into a Charitable Gift Annuity. It will provide an income stream
for you, for life. When the Lord calls you home, roughly half the amount you put into it will
become a gift to ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can lead you
through a process to plan what you want to do, and how to do it. Contact...

October 24, 2021

A builder needs the right tool to perform his work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. Maybe the
Lord has quietly prepared you to make a gift that is not future, but today. Is there an asset
that has appreciated in value over the years just waiting for your direction to support a
ministry today? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can lead you through a
process to plan what you want to do, and how to do it. Contact...

October 31, 2021

A builder needs the right tool to perform his work. God's people need the right tools to
make the right gifts, the right way, from their estates to family and ministry. For some, the
right plan will require multiple tools. You might make a bequest from an IRA to your
favorite ministry when the Lord calls you home, creating a charitable remainder trust that
will care for family for 20 years, and then resulting in gifts to ministry through a family
donor advised fund. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can lead you through a
process to plan what you want to do, and how to do it. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2021 Newsletter Article

Burt and Sally were simple folks. They worked hard. They raised their family. They were
comfortable but never extravagant in their lifestyle. They were shocked when their net
assets added up to $742,000 as they were doing some end-of-life planning.

They had been contributing $7,500 to their local congregation each year. They were
pleased to learn that if they placed $187,500 in a personal endowment when they were
called home to heaven, their church offering would be endowed until Jesus returns. It
would be just as if they were still making their faithful contributions to their church each
year. With this plan, they would still be able to give over $225,000 to each of their children
as inheritance.

That plan felt right to them. They would be caring for the family they love and supporting
the ministry of their congregation which they believed was sharing the Gospel of Jesus
with many.

What is the plan the Lord has created for you? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you get started in constructing your plan. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2021 Bulletin Sentences

November 7, 2021

In a complex world, each of us need trusty advisers to lead us to proper decisions and
actions. That is especially true for an estate plan. The plan is not just paperwork, but the
accumulation of legal counsel all brought to bear on your estate. The legal counsel of your
attorney is essential. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help organize all
your information so that you are prepared to meet with your attorney. Contact...

November 14, 2021

In a complex world, each of us need trusty advisers to lead us to proper decisions and
actions. Considering tax consequences of gifting decisions from your estate can save tens of
thousands of dollars that can augment gifts to family or ministry. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help make sure that you are asking your tax planner all the
guestions you need to ask. Contact...

November 21, 2021

In a complex world, each of us need trusty advisers to lead us to proper decisions and
actions. Some of the longest relationships adults may have may very well be with their
financial planners who see them through opening their first investment account, planning
for college, and implementing a retirement strategy. It is important to communicate your
estate gifting plans to your financial planner so they can help you manage those gifts
toward your goals until the Lord calls you home. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
counselor can help you communicate those goals. Contact...

November 28, 2021

In a complex world, each of us need trusty advisers to lead us to proper decisions and
actions. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor does not see you as a task, but as a
brother or sister in Christ, with whom to grow in relationship so that the goals woven into
the fabric of your soul can be expressed in plans that will be implemented someday, as you
seek to honor God. The peace and joy of a godly plan builds confidence that you have
prepared well. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2021 Newsletter Article

Do you like to build puzzles? Some have thousands of pieces. As the pieces come together,
so does the picture the pieces form. Often, when someone gets stuck on a puzzle, a new set
of eyes can insert a piece that gets the whole project running again.

Your life is a puzzle. It has many beautiful pieces, all constructed by our Lord. As we move
through life, more and more pieces get put in place, reflecting God’'s marvelous plan.

But sometimes, we need that special someone to come along to figure out how to put a piece
in place when things have been stuck for a while. That can be true about getting your estate
plan in place, or your plan for gifts to family and ministry found inside of that estate plan.

Your trusted advisors can help get you going again. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can be the encourager and organizer to keep you on track. Working together we
get to see God's good things unfold in front of our eyes, enabling us to do far more than we
could have ever imagined. For help getting started, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2021 Bulletin Sentences

December 5, 2021

Who will be best blest by gifts from my estate someday? This is a fun question to ask an
answer as you work to create an overall estate plan. Sometimes the legal process of estate
planning can get overwhelming and consume all your attention. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you think through and pray through decisions about family and
ministry gifts from your estate, preparing you to work with your professionals to create an
estate plan. Contact...

December 12, 2021

Who will be best blest by gifts from my estate someday? For most, attention turns first
toward family. That can be a godly response, as God has given us great responsibility to
teach and nurture and care within our families so that we know Jesus. Yet family inheritance
is not an obligation or entitlement; it is a gift of God's gifts to family. Spend time thinking
about how those family gifts will bless family members. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...

December 19, 2021

Who will be best blest by gifts from my estate someday? Just as you think about how your
family will be blessed, you can also ponder about the blessing that will take place in
ministries that you support with God's gifts. Try to picture and imagine someone coming to
faith and inheriting eternal life through the ministry you support with your estate gift. Then
pray for God to make that happen. Your LCMS Foundation counselor can help you focus
your God given attention on ministry gifts. Contact...

December 26, 2021

Who will be best blest by gifts from my estate someday? God has made you steward of all
His gifts entrusted to your care in your estate. You cannot pass that responsibility of
transferring those gifts without some careful thought and prayer. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact... for college, and implementing a retirement
strategy. It is important to communicate your estate gifting plans to your financial planner
so they can help you manage those gifts toward your goals until the Lord calls you home.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning counselor can help you communicate those goals.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2021 Newsletter Article

Who will be best blest by gifts from my estate someday?

Have you ever been asked to participate in a Christmas gift collection drive, to give gifts to
a cause that someone else will distribute? Chances are, you will never directly meet the
people receiving the gift. While there is no arguing with the value of these gifts, it can feel
like something is missing. The giving can become more of a transaction or a check-mark
rather than heart-felt, warm giving of God'’s good things. If you are participating in one of
these collections this year, go on websites, read literature, volunteer, striving to become
heart-connected to the giving.

Estate gifts given without heart-connection rob the giver of the joy God means for us to
enjoy in the giving. Instead of leaving estate gifts to family to be discovered when the will
is read someday, gather your family together and openly share with them the blessings
you hope these future gifts will bring.

Think also of the gifts you plan to give to ministry. Don't wait for the ministry to find out
about the gift until your will is read. Set up a meeting to discuss your gift with the pastor
or executive leader and talk about what you hope the gift will accomplish in ministry. Ask
for that ministry leader to pray with you about this gift.

With some work and careful planning and communication, you can bring the joy of giving

into your life as you disperse God's gifts to the family you love and the ministries you care
about the most. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you discover this
godly joy. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2022 Bulletin Sentences

January 2, 2022

We want to keep our estate plans as simple as possible. Estate plans can become very
elaborate. Unequal distribution to heirs, distribution over time, management of taxes, special
treatment of different kinds of property, all can complicate matters. However, in the midst of
everything, the core of an estate plan is the gift plan, the plan for giving gifts to family we love
and the ministries God has laid on our hearts. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help you think through, and pray that plan, before it gets lost in the shuffle. Contact...

January 9, 2022

We want to keep our estate plans as simple as possible. An estate plan includes many legal
documents: wills, trusts power of attorney, health care representative, etc. Many of those
documents control who is responsible for your affairs in your last days on earth and after the
Lord calls you home. Your attorney will present the decisions to be made and create clear
direction according to state law to make sure your wishes are followed. dn selecting these
people, your choice will not just be a business one, or legal one. dn addition, you focus on what
makes you different, your connection with Jesus. Who are the faith-filled, responsible people in
your life you choose? Your LCMS Foundation gift planning counselor can get you thinking and
praying. Contact...

January 16, 2022

We want to keep our estate plans as simple as possible. Just because you hear that someone
else has a living trust, a charitable remainder trust, a donor advised fund, or an endowment
doesn't necessarily mean you have the same needs. You want a level of sophistication of gifting
tools required by your situation. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
begin surveying your situation and thinking about your goals. Contact...

January 23, 2022

We want to keep our estate plans as simple as possible. When thinking about ministries to
support through estate gifts, you are not required to remember every single one that has sent
you an appeal letter in your life. dnstead, looking at the Lord's gifts He has called you to manage
and thinking about the ministries that seem to strike a special chord with your heart, plan gifts
that will potentially make a real difference for the ministry. Pray for insight to know the Lord's
directives, not just your own wishes. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can ask
you questions to get you thinking. Contact...

January 30, 2022

We want to keep our estate plans as simple as possible. Some family situations are complex.
So, also, are the financial affairs of some. Complex situations call for complex plans. But if your
situation is not complex, your family has no special needs and you don't own a business, your
estate plan and the gift plan within it can also be relatively simple. & the end, you need to be
able to understand the plan you put together. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can begin helping you to learn about the matters pertinent to your situation so that you are
prepared to make confident decisions with your attorney and financial planner to execute your
plan. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2022 Newsletter Article

George and Betty were with friends last Friday, playing cards. During the evening, one of
the couples began talking about the estate plans they had just put together. They bragged
about the 120 page living trust their attorney had given them, saying, “With a document
that long we must have a really great plan.”

Betty asked, “So tell me about what is in your plan. Does it meet your family goals? Does
it include a gift to support the ministry of our congregation that we all love?” The couple
sat very quiet for an uncomfortable pause. Finally they said, “We really don't know, but we
have a great plan.”

The “plan” is the culmination of a lot of thinking and putting together goals that you want
to accomplish. Those broad goals are the focus well before you ever dig into the intricate
details of a full, complete estate plan. Without that planning, your “plan” will be empty.
With planning, you will express your faith and look to bless others with the blessings God
has blessed you. That is the simple core. All the details build on that.

Have you thought about your core values? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you discover the values you live by now and how you can share your
family goals through your estate planning. Contact...



LCMSFoundation

February 2022 Bulletin Sentences

February 6, 2022

It is important to regularly review beneficiary designations of financial assets. Almost every
financial vehicle we use, from insurance, to simple investment, to IRA, even to a bank
account, offers an opportunity to guide who will receive these funds when the Lord calls
you home someday. We need to be thoughtful about these designations, to make sure
they coordinate with our wishes and other legal documents. The first step is to take an
inventory. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

February 13, 2022

It is important to regularly review beneficiary designations of financial assets. A couple
looks to leave a gift to their Church and gifts to family. They filled out their insurance
designation to distribute the death benefit to their Church. Their IRA beneficiary
designation will go to family. From a tax perspective, that is exactly backwards, as the IRA
has income tax associated with it and the insurance does not. A charitable gift of IRA
assets to ministry will eliminate income tax based on that portion. Are your wishes aligned
properly? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

February 20, 2022

It is important to regularly review beneficiary designations of financial assets. Your will
gives instructions to give a 10% estate gift to your favorite ministry. Yet your beneficiary
designations, which are followed independently of what is in your will, aim 95% of your net
worth to your family. Things are out of balance. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...

February 27, 2022

It is important to regularly review beneficiary designations of financial assets. Twenty
years ago, you drafted a will or trust. Since then, you changed investment advisors and
most of your assets are not invested as they were twenty years ago. In addition, their
values have tripled. Is your plan for inheritance to family and gifts to ministry the same?
Are your documents pointing to execution of your wishes? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



LCMSFoundation

February 2022 Newsletter Article

Imagine that Herb and Edith are core members of their congregation. They have raised
three children in the faith, as those children attended the Lutheran school. Now six of
their seven grandchildren are attending that same Lutheran school.

Herb is a retired plumber. Together with Edith they ran their own plumbing business. The
Lord blessed them with success. Five years ago they sold the business to someone else.
The business maintains its original name and all the clientele passed to the new owner.
When they sold it, it netted them $800,000, in addition to the $2 million they have saved in
their retirement account.

Ten years earlier they had created an estate plan with their attorney. That was before they
sold their business. At the time, they had created a $20,000 gift to ministry as a “tithe” of
what would pass through their will. They had not even considered making a gift from the
leftovers of their IRA when the Lord calls them home. They put the $800,000 into an
investment account and now it is worth $1.4 million. At the end of their earthly life they
expect there will be over $2 million of assets remaining, and the investment account and
IRA have their children receiving 100% of these assets through beneficiary designation.

In recent months, motivated by their thankfulness for the ministry of their home
congregation and a desire to see its ministry continue long into the future, they have
reconsidered their plan for gifting. They are wondering how to calculate the size of the
ministry gift coming from their will. They are also wanting to add to it with disbursements
from their investments and IRA. They are wondering which fund from which they should
chose and how to fill out the beneficiary designation forms correctly. They want to make a
$500,000 gift to their church for the sake of scholarships for the school. Much to their
surprise, each of their children will receive $500,000 as well.

In a situation like this, your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help to cut
through the clutter and to illustrate options, looking to optimize tax savings as well. They
can coordinate work with your professionals, attorney, tax advisor and financial advisor.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2022 Bulletin Sentences

March 6, 2022

Life changes. So also, your gift plan as part of your estate plan needs to change as well.
Years ago, you created a planned gift for ministry, to support a congregation you were
part of. Now, you have moved halfway across the country. That ministry no loner exists.
Yet your financial plans still point to support of it. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you identify the gifts found in your plan and assist you in considering
whether they match your current wishes. Contact...

March 13, 2022

Life changes. So also, your gift plan as part of your estate plan needs to change as well.
You created an estate plan when your first child was born. She is now thirty years old.
Back then you were focused on providing for the family and getting your children through
college. Now your heart is about inheritance for children and grandchildren and gifts that
can support your favorite ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you construct a road map for your plans. Contact...

March 20, 2022

Life changes. So also, your gift plan as part of your estate plan needs to change as well.
Two years ago, a grandchild was born with a significant genetic defect. You are wondering
if God's plans for using His gifts include special provisions for this grandchild. You wonder
how that weaves together with Godly distributions to other family and ministry. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can listen, pray, and plan with you to align your
plans with God's Kingdom goals, working with your attorney to shower God's grace on all
the tugs on your heart. Contact...

March 27, 2022

Life changes. So also, your gift plan as part of your estate plan needs to change as well.
Since the last time you created an estate plan, your children have graduated from college,
you have retired, and you have received significant inheritance from your own parents.
Have you really pondered how these changes in your life impact the plans you have for
distributing gifts when the Lord calls you home? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help instigate that pondering. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2022 Newsletter Article

Fred and Marie are in their early 80's. They are in good health and decided to take a trip
to celebrate their 60th anniversary. They rented a cabin in the Smokey Mountains. The
cabin had a great deck on the east side, with a great valley below. They decided to get up
before sunrise and to watch the morning sky come to life. As they sat, wrapped in a
blanket, holding hands, sipping on coffee, watching the morning pastels splash across the
sky, Fred whispered, “Who would have ever thought our lives would turn out like this. God
has been good to us.”

The truth is, that no matter how much we plan, we always need to be willing to adjust
those plans. We are not like God, who can see all of time in one glance. He has not
imparted to us His same omniscience to know everything. As a result, with all the twists
and turns of life, we must be willing to periodically analyze our plans and to align them
with reality, in paths the Lord has chosen for us.

That is true about our estate planning work as well. An estate plan is not a “one and done”
proposition. It keeps evolving through life. Some convictions we had in youth are still
present in old age. But some things change. We want to make sure that our legal and
financial goals set out in wills, trusts and beneficiary designations align with the reality of
life as God has shown it to be today. Reviewing our plans gives us the joy of counting past
blessings and looking forward with faith to avenues of grace to which our Heavenly Father
is leading us. Is it time to do some reflecting? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2022 Newsletter Article

Randy was somewhat of a hypochondriac throughout his life. His fear of catching a
disease or getting cancer caused him to become a recluse in his house. He gave up
gathering with family, attending Church, or even taking a walk in the park. All of these
things seemed like they posed danger to him. The sad thing is that for decades, he was
forfeiting living of life, trying to preserve life, only to find that he had become the
biggest loser.

As Christians we don’t live in such paralysis of fear, even though certain areas of our
lives may reflect it still. Avoiding the planning of our estate because we are afraid that
if we talk about the end of our lives that talk will make it a reality, is choosing to live in
fear rather than faith. On the one hand it is true that end of life planning does
acknowledge there is an end coming, but it’s not really end of life. It’s just the end of
current circumstances, for life lasts forever in Jesus, who conquered death by rising
from the dead.

With that confidence we choose to use the legal tools of wills and trusts, constructed by
our attorneys, to guide our affairs. But this process is more than just a legal transaction.
It is an act of love, providing for family care. It is an act of love providing support for
ministry so that countless more will hear the Gospel and come to faith in Jesus. Live in
that faith and love. Express it in your plans. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2022 Bulletin Sentences

April 3, 2022

Fear of death should not be a deterrent to putting together an estate gift plan. There are many things
that cause us to fear. But death itself has been defeated by Jesus and His resurrection. “All who live and
believe in Him will never die.” Applying our faith, we can get after the plans that direct faithful use of
God’s gifts after He has called us home. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
remain resurrection focused. Contact...

April 10, 2022

Fear of death should not be a deterrent to putting together an estate gift plan. When we are no longer
on earth and are basking in the peace of Jesus, we want our earthly plans to continue the careful care
for family and ministry which we demonstrated throughout our life. Directing gifts and appointing
necessary guardians is an act of love. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
remain resurrection focused. Contact...

April 17, 2022

Fear of death should not be a deterrent to putting together an estate gift plan. Our unnecessary fear of
death can be set aside by faith. Our unnecessary fear of what happens to our loved ones after death can
also be set aside, at least in part through careful estate planning. Working with your attorney you can
establish authority to direct your affairs under law. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you plan
gifts to bless family and ministry. Transplant fear with joy. Contact...

April 24, 2022

Fear of death should not be a deterrent to putting together an estate gift plan. Basking in the glow of
Easter, we live today expecting His return and dwelling in the certain hope of the resurrection of our
bodies. We can step free from the chains of fear and take action steps with our estate gift plans that
loudly profess the hope we have. Today is a great day to get started. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you remain resurrection focused. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2022 Bulletin Sentences

May 1, 2022

Faithful stewardship of your estate means keeping up with changes in the world and in your personal
life and making sure that your plans are up to date. If it has been ten years since the last time you visited
your plan, chances are that your family has changed. You might have more children, or grandchildren,
that were not named before. To make sure family gifts pass the way you want them to, you need to
update your plans. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help get this journey started.
Contact...

May 8, 2022

Faithful stewardship of your estate means keeping up with changes in the world and in your personal
life and making sure that your plans are up to date. Your financial accounts change over time. Generally,
people who are 70 have more financial assets than when they were 40. That increase gives you
opportunity to consider God’s plans. Is He leading you to not only show love to family but support
ministry as well? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can map your desires and pray with
you. Contact...

May 15, 2022

Faithful stewardship of your estate means keeping up with changes in the world and in your personal
life and making sure that your plans are up to date. Laws can change over time. You also may have
moved from one state to another since the last time you created a plan. Powers you grant through a
Power of Attorney document may be different now than fifteen years ago. Your attorney needs to
review your plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can get you ready for that visit by
getting you organized and documenting your current situation and wishes. Contact...

May 22, 2022

Faithful stewardship of your estate means keeping up with changes in the world and in your personal
life and making sure that your plans are up to date. Tax laws change constantly as different political
parties move in and out of power. Thirty years ago, your estate might have had to pay federal estate tax
if it was valued over $600,000. Today that number is $12 Million. Five years ago, you could bequest your
IRA to family over their lifetime. Today they must cash it out in ten years. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you begin to identify areas where taxes and your plan don'’t line up.
Contact...

May 29, 2022

Faithful stewardship of your estate means keeping up with changes in the world and in your personal
life and making sure that your plans are up to date. Most of us think that ministries with which we are
involved will be around forever. But sometimes God’s hand closes one ministry while opening another.
Does your estate gift plan need to catch up with some of these changes? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2022 Newsletter Article

Butch and Marie got married when they were nineteen. They were married for seventy years
before the Lord called them home last year. When they were thirty-five, after having three
children, they had created their first estate plan with a will that established guardianship for
their children and created a minor’s trust to provide for their children, providing for their needs
until the youngest would reach the age of twenty-five. Their youngest child is now fifty-five and
most of the provisions of their early plan no longer are needed.

Butch and Marie thought that they never needed to update that will. There was a problem with
that. The original inheritance language from fifty-four years ago did not include the words “per
stirpes.” That phrase means that a child’s inheritance will pass to their children if they die
before receiving it. Two of Butch’s and Marie’s children passed away three years ago from
iliness. Each of them had three children. However, without the appropriate language, none of
the inheritance will pass to those children (grandchildren of Butch and Marie). That would have
crushed Butch and Marie had they known it happened. It also created some tension between
some of the grandchildren.

All of this could have been avoided if Butch and Marie had reviewed their plan periodically
through the years. It would have been worth the money to sit with an attorney. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can encourage these regular checkups and make sure your
gifting plans to family and ministry are clear. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2022 Bulletin Sentences

June 5, 2022

“Why can’t | just let my kids sort this out?” That is a question people may often ask when they are asked
to do planning with the gifts found in their estate. The first answer to that question is, “God made you
the steward of His gifts.” With that appointment comes the privilege of responsibility, to direct His gifts
to His chosen paths. Without careful planning with one’s estate, resources can be wasted or misdirected
to things inconsistent with the rest of life’s choices. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you get organized, so this task is not painful. Contact...

June 12, 2022

“Why can’t | just let my kids sort this out?” Avoiding planning because of fear of the unknown or worry
about legal expenses might create a temptation to kick the can down the alley for someone else to
address the gift planning needs within an estate. However, it won’t be any easier for children or
grandchildren to figure things out. In addition, you cannot be confident that next generations share the
same values or priorities as you. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you accomplish
this task. Contact...

June 19, 2022

“Why can’t | just let my kids sort this out?” Many have the impression that the “executor/executrix”
(personal representative) can make distribution decisions about the assets found in your estate, or that
a trustee will make decisions about things needing distribution from your trust. The truth is, they are
meant only to carry out the plans you have already put in place. They are limited by law from redirecting
assets toward things not specified in the will or trust. If you don’t plan, distributions will be crude. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin to think about your goals, working with
your professionals to get it all written down. Contact...

June 26, 2022

“Why can’t | just let my kids sort this out?” The legal world goes to great lengths to avoid what is called
“conflict of interest”. If you leave the charitable decisions for future generations to figure out, they will
have a conflict of interest, torn between desiring greater inheritance vs. charitable giving. You have
desires fueled by faith to support ministries that have been part of your life, helping others to come to
know Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2022 Newsletter Article

Two years ago, Marie’s husband was called home to Jesus. Bud had always taken care of
the financial matters: paying bills, investing, and planning for the future. They had
been married for seventy years. Now, Marie was feeling overwhelmed. The financial
planner kept calling, asking her permission to change investment strategies. The life
insurance company regularly had calling teams contacting her, asking if she wanted to
add to her coverage. The local bank kept sending mail asking her if she wanted to
refinance the mortgage. The senior living representative she and Bud had met four
years ago kept asking if she was ready to move into assisted living. The burden of these
decisions was overwhelming.

So, when her daughter asked her if she had reviewed her will lately, Marie became
angry. “I just need everyone to leave me alone. Stop bugging me.”

It is wise to do good planning while both spouses are alive. It is even better to make
sure that those plans are written down, detailing an organized, planned approach to
caring for the financial gifts God has placed in your care. It is unwise to expect that
children or other relatives will be able to jump in, without any prior involvement, to
make the same kind of choices you have chosen all your life. They will lovingly do their
part, but you may be asking them to carry out a difficult or impossible task. Planning
can bring peace of mind. When a good plan is in place, seeking interaction with
professional legal, financial or tax advisors can be seen as continuing that plan. Asking
children to help will also be part of that continuance.

Now is a good day to start. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
highlight areas of decision and point you to the right professionals to help you write
down a plan, all the while expressing your love for your family and your devotion to the
Lord. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2022 Bulletin Sentences

July 3, 2022

What if | sense a desire to make an estate gift but am unsure about the status of ministries in the
future? The first step in responding to this concern is to have a serious conversation with a leader from
the ministry or ministries that are on your mind. You can ask that leader about where they see the
future for ministry in 20 years. That can be a wonderful conversation that could produce value way
beyond the scope of the gift you are considering planning. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist you in facilitating this conversation. Contact...

July 10, 2022

What if | sense a desire to make an estate gift but am unsure about the status of ministries in the
future? There are several gift planning tools you can use to construct some level of flexibility to the gift,
so that it may be directed appropriately in the future. One of those is a personal endowment fund. You
can name a ministry of your choice, and include language, that if that ministry no longer exists, the
funds of the endowment be directed to another ministry with parallel purpose. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help you think this through. Contact...

July 17, 2022

What if | sense a desire to make an estate gift but am unsure about the status of ministries in the
future? There are several gift planning tools you can use to construct some level of flexibility to the gift,
so that it may be directed appropriately in the future. One of those is a Donor Advised Fund. You can
fund a Donor Advised Fund when the Lord calls you home. You name an advisor who will guide the
distributions to ministries consistent with your ministry interests. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you think this through. Contact...

July 24, 2022

What if | sense a desire to make an estate gift but am unsure about the status of ministries in the
future? It is possible that some of your apprehension may come from purposes at odds with God’s will.
It is possible that you really could be giving a non-cash asset to your ministry now, instead of waiting
until the Lord calls you home. Maybe you have never thought or prayed about this. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think through your possibilities and assist you in
making a gift now that will bless ministry today. Contact...

July 31, 2022

What if | sense a desire to make an estate gift but am unsure about the status of ministries in the
future? Some of our anxiety about estate gifts stem from a perception that we need to control “our
things” from the grave. It is important to remember that we are only planning for the gifting of God'’s
things, since all things are His. There is grace in that realization. There is peace there. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can have conversation with you about your gifting anxieties, finding
the joy of giving. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2022 Newsletter Article

Helen was married for fifty-two years. Her husband Ralph was called home
last year. This year, responding to her attorney, Helen finally made an
appointment to meet with her attorney to review her will, which she had
created twenty-five years ago with her husband. Before going to the
attorney, Helen met with her LCMS Gift Planning Counselor to consider
her charitable gifting plan. She was shocked to find gifts she planned from
her estate long ago were no longer appropriate. One gift was to a women’s
shelter sponsored by her congregation that closed just last year. One was
to support a specific missionary who had served in Asia for fifty years but
had retired seven years ago. One gift was designated for a ministry that she
had never heard about. She said to the Gift Planning Counselor, “I am not
sure if I should put a plan in place again because it might get outdated.”
The counselor pointed out two things. The gift to the missionary had a
definite expiration date to it. Every missionary’s service will come to an
end at some time. A better gift would have designated the ministry that
was placing the missionary. Beyond that, the counselor emphasized that a
ministry gifting plan is based on the best plan for that current moment in
time. It requires regular review, at least every five years, to make sure that
it is keeping up with changes. Her fears could be addressed by simply
committing to this regular review. Helen felt better.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think
through appropriate ministry gifts that are not as prone to having an
expiration date. They can also regularly review your plan, making sure it is
up to date. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2022 Bulletin Sentences

August 7, 2022

For your estate plan and the gift plan within it to work, it takes coordination of all your professional
advisors to make sure you are creating the best plan. Your attorney meets with you to find out what
your goals are and if there are special situations in your life needing attention. They will counsel you to
choose the right legal tools to put together the final legal documents you need. You aren’t just buying
documents. You hire a legal advisor. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get
organized for your first appointment with your attorney, making that visit easier and more productive.
Contact...

August 14, 2022

For your estate plan and the gift plan within it to work, it takes coordination of all your professional
advisors to make sure you are creating the best plan. There can be tax implications circling your estate
gift plans. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can point out some of the potential issues you
might be facing. But only your accountant or tax preparer will be able to reliably calculate those taxes
based on your income and circumstances. To get this conversation going, contact...

August 21, 2022

For your estate plan and the gift plan within it to work, it takes coordination of all your professional
advisors to make sure you are creating the best plan. For years you may have been working with your
financial advisor, creating a financial plan to carry you forward through retirement. Your estate gift plan
should coordinate with this plan, looking to use the right assets to make gifts to family and the right
assets to make gifts to ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can share your gifting
goals with your financial advisor and work toward designating those gifts. Contact...

August 28, 2022

For your estate plan and the gift plan within it to work, it takes coordination of all your professional
advisors to make sure you are creating the best plan. Have you ever been to multiple different doctors,
each treating a certain condition, only to find that what one is doing is impeding what the other is trying
to do? This can happen in estate gift planning as well. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can coordinate the work of all your professional advisors so that they are creating a unified plan.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2022 Newsletter Article

Randy and Rachel recently purchased some furniture. The trouble is it had to be
assembled. Randy dug right in, but he was having trouble figuring out how to get it
together. Rachel confronted him saying, “Did you look at the instructions? It frustrates
me that you can’t ever ask for help.” Hopefully God’s grace removed the offenses of
that moment, but this story illustrates the fact that in life, we need help with things we
can’t do ourselves.

If your air conditioner breaks, you hire someone to fix it because you must be trained
and licensed to work with the coolant. If you have a tooth ache, you don’t use a pair of
pliers to fix it yourself; You go to a dentist. One apprehension for people completing
their estate plans is that they don’t want to be required to schedule appointments with
attorneys, financial advisors, or tax planners, nor pay the costs. But trying to put
together estate plans without help is like Randy trying to build his furniture without
instructions. The investment of time and dollars in estate work is worth it, making sure
things are completed correctly.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist your interaction with these
professionals. Your Gift Planning Counselor will never bill you for the time they work
with you. You can work through the tough questions and highlight the work that needs
to be done, so that when you appear in your professional’s office, you are prepared and
ready to be efficient and able to make decisions to move forward. To begin this
preparation process with your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2022 Bulletin Sentences

September 4, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Sometimes when we engage in the
process of putting an estate together, we can get caught up in checking off so many details that we
actually forget to pray, think, and discuss our goals and intentions, which are meant to focus on lives of
faithful stewardship, caring for family, supporting ministry, and sharing Jesus as Savior with the world.
Your estate plan can include a Christian preamble or family blessing with which you state your faith.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started. Contact...

September 11, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Creating inheritance for family is
not a response to entitled transfer of wealth. It is intentional sharing of God’s gifts with the next
generation or two, praying those gifts will enable God’s plans for those family members. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to begin thinking about this. Contact...

September 18, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Your plan will include gifts to
specific ministries, your home congregation, or an organization with which you have been engaged.
Rather than just creating discernments to every organization to which you may have given token
contributions, you may be led to focus those gifts on a few ministries, especially supporting projects that
are close to your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you by asking questions
to sharpen your focus. Contact...

September 25, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. A Christian estate plan helps us to
realize that the decades we live in this earthly life are brief, but God’s plans are eternal. Confidence in
our future home fills us with joy and peace. It is a good idea to gather family together to discuss your
faith and estate plan, so that in the future, they do not question it, but celebrate it as it unfolds. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate this meeting. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2022 Bulletin Sentences

September 4, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Sometimes when we engage in the
process of putting an estate together, we can get caught up in checking off so many details that we
actually forget to pray, think, and discuss our goals and intentions, which are meant to focus on lives of
faithful stewardship, caring for family, supporting ministry, and sharing Jesus as Savior with the world.
Your estate plan can include a Christian preamble or family blessing with which you state your faith.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started. Contact...

September 11, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Creating inheritance for family is
not a response to entitled transfer of wealth. It is intentional sharing of God’s gifts with the next
generation or two, praying those gifts will enable God’s plans for those family members. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to begin thinking about this. Contact...

September 18, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. Your plan will include gifts to
specific ministries, your home congregation, or an organization with which you have been engaged.
Rather than just creating discernments to every organization to which you may have given token
contributions, you may be led to focus those gifts on a few ministries, especially supporting projects that
are close to your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you by asking questions
to sharpen your focus. Contact...

September 25, 2022

An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith in Jesus. A Christian estate plan helps us to
realize that the decades we live in this earthly life are brief, but God’s plans are eternal. Confidence in
our future home fills us with joy and peace. It is a good idea to gather family together to discuss your
faith and estate plan, so that in the future, they do not question it, but celebrate it as it unfolds. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate this meeting. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2022 Bulletin Sentences

November 6, 2022

The focus of estate Gift Planning moves us to consider our giving beyond managing the cash in our
checking account. Many Christians focus on the law of the tithe as motivation for their giving, setting
aside 10% of their cash flow from income for support of ministry, representing no more than 2% of their
total worth. In the meantime, God has quietly been accumulating large estate values that most are
surprised they have. Do you want to have a conversation about the service for which the Lord has
prepared you? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

November 13, 2022

The focus of estate Gift Planning moves us to consider our giving beyond managing the cash in our
checking account. Sometimes people end up with collections of “real property” (collectibles, coins,
jewelry, real estate, etc.) that were formerly important to them but no longer are. You could gift these
to ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor could show you how easy this. Contact...

November 20, 2022

The focus of estate Gift Planning moves us to consider our giving beyond managing the cash in our
checking account. Some stocks or mutual funds you purchased years ago may now be worth a lot more.
If you cash them out, you would have to pay capital gains tax. Using these assets could be a smarter
decision, allowing avoidance of gain plus providing charitable deduction. That might even allow you to
fund more support of ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

November 27, 2022

The focus of estate Gift Planning moves us to consider our giving beyond managing the cash in our
checking account. For many, the single largest asset is found in retirement assets. If you have an IRA and
are 70 % or older, you can contribute up to $100,000 per year directly to ministry, bypassing the income
tax you would pay if you withdrew the funds yourself. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2022 Newsletter Article

Walter and Laura married 50 years ago, when they were both 20 years old.
They have been farmers, raising grain and livestock. It was hard work, but
they have really enjoyed this lifestyle. They never had any children and
have no other family who would like to take over the farm. In their best
year, they reported $50,000 of income. They lived a very frugal life. But
now, age has caught up with them and they are worried that they won’t be
able to retire or have enough income.

Recently they talked to their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor.
They had discussion about the value of their farm. It is 700 acres, along
with buildings and equipment. Based on local cost of farmland, the
estimated value of their farm is over $4 Million! They learned that they
could gift the farm into a charitable remainder trust, avoiding the lump
sum taxation they would experience if they were to sell the farm
themselves. That charitable remainder trust would dispense 5% of its value
each year to them for the rest of their lives. That would be $200,000 per
year. The best part for them was that when the Lord calls them home
someday, there will be a gift to ministry roughly equal to that $4 Million.
They will divide half of that ministry gift to their home congregation and
the other half to provide support for the education of future Lutheran
school teachers. Humbled, they cried. They were overwhelmed that simple
people like they are, could create such a gift.



L. CMSFoundation

February 2023 Bulletin Sentences

February 5, 2023

It is important to involve family in your gifting plan from your estate. It is true that most often, the
biggest gifts from an estate are aimed at the family, blessing with inheritance. However, families often
grant inheritance without any conversation about how to use it well. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you articulate your family plan. Contact...

February 12, 2023

It is important to involve family in your gifting plan from your estate. It is common for people to support
ministry all throughout their lives, never having conversation about the value and purpose of those gifts.
If gifts to ministry are planned in your estate plan, include your family in the joy of giving. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help articulate your heart’s plan for your family. Contact...

February 19, 2023

It is important to involve family in your gifting plan from your estate. In elder years, it is common to rely
on family to help with core functions of life, even paying bills or managing affairs. It is wise to discuss
priorities with the whole family, but especially with those who will be stepping in to help in the later
years of life. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help share your plans. Contact...

February 26, 2023

It is important to involve family in your gifting plan from your estate. While financial gifts are valuable,
passing on the faith is even more important. You can include a statement of faith in your will, or at least
share a family blessing in writing, to become a special gift that lasts long after the Lord calls you home.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has resources to help you craft this statement.
Contact....



L. CMSFoundation

February 2023 Newsletter Article

Dan was talking with his friend, Gary, about his estate plans.

Dan said, “My children are always prying, asking about my plans, but I
don’t want to tell them. I want to leave it a surprise.”

Gary responded, “I am not sure that is a good idea.”

Dan snorted, “Why is that?”

“This is going to be the biggest gift you have ever given them and by far
the biggest gift they have ever received. Don’t you want them to be
prepared? Beyond that, I know you are leaving a gift to our Church in your
estate. You told me about it. Don’t you want them to join with you in your
plan, to celebrate what God is doing?”

“You seem to know a lot about this. What made you so smart, Gary?”

“I’'m not smart. Diane and I worked through our plan with the LCMS Gift
Planning Counselor and she helped us think about these things. I think you
should give her a call. The last thing you want to do is ruin your great
relationship with your children and grandchildren.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2023 Bulletin Sentences

March 5, 2023

We can discover great joy by thinking of the benefit that will come from the gifts we give from our
estates. Family inheritance is often understood as entitlement. That robs the joy. Instead, living in grace,
we see distributions to family as gifts. How do you hope the gifts you will give to family will benefit
them? Will they free family from debt, enable the start of a new business, pay for college or provide for
special needs? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to think about the purpose
of your gifts. Contact...

March 12, 2023

We can discover great joy by thinking of the benefit that will come from the gifts we give from our
estates. You may have a dull sense that you should leave a gift to support ministry. If you connect itto a
specific ministry activity, like “Lutheran School Scholarships”, then you can imagine children learning
about Jesus through your gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get specific
with your gift plan. Contact...

March 19, 2023

We can discover great joy by thinking of the benefit that will come from the gifts we give from our
estates. Your emotional connection with a current mission activity of your favorite ministry may blind
you to the practicality of providing financially for it in the future. A typewriter repair fund set up thirty
years ago would no longer make sense. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
work through your thoughts to make gifts that will be sound for the future. Contact...

March 26, 2023

We can discover great joy by thinking of the benefit that will come from the gifts we give from our
estates. Sometimes you know a certain ministry to support but don’t know exactly what would be the
best way of supporting it in the future. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can facilitate
conversation with ministry leaders to drill down on the right gift. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2023 Newsletter Article

Ministry leaders often appreciate unrestricted gifts to their organizations
that allow leaders to apply the dollars to the current pressing needs when
received. A danger of such unrestricted gifts is that they can become
generic in our minds, and we don’t imagine what the benefit will be some
day, robbing God’s intended response of joy from giving (“God loves a
cheerful giver”). However, predicting future needs can be tricky.

Three sisters taught Sunday School for all their adult lives. They loved
children and appreciated the chance to share Jesus with them. Their estate
plans all included gifts to support the Sunday School. But today, that same
congregation is planted in a community where only 1.5% of the people are
below the age of 18. You can see how difficult it would be for the
congregation to use substantial gifts for supporting Sunday School when
there are no children.

Gifts can be earmarked for certain ministry projects. Yet it is always a good
idea to include language that gives ministry ability to redirect dollars if the
planned need no longer exists in the future. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you think about the language that makes the
most sense for your favorite ministry. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2023 Bulletin Sentences

April 2, 2023

Can a gift from a future estate plan be converted into a gift for ministry today? Imagine that ten years
ago, you decided to make your favorite ministry a beneficiary designee on your IRA account. Right now,
that ministry is conducting a capital campaign for construction of a new building. If you are older than
70 %, you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to that ministry directly from your IRA,
avoiding the income tax due on that money. You could then review the beneficiary designation from ten
years ago and change it to reflect this timing of gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help. Contact...

April 9, 2023

Can a gift from a future estate plan be converted into a gift for ministry today? If you planned a
charitable gift to ministry in your will or trust, changing that gift will require a visit to your attorney. To
make sense, this would need to be a significant gift, to justify paying the attorney fees. Maybe you just
want to add to the gift, some now, some in the future. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...

April 16, 2023

Can a gift from a future estate plan be converted into a gift for ministry today? Twenty years ago, you
planned a gift. Back then, you had a need for the security of that backup money. Today you no longer
have that need. Also today, your favorite ministry has a definite need as it reaches out with Jesus. You
want to give some of it now. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you evaluate
whether there is a simple way to do that. Contact...

April 23, 2023

Can a gift from a future estate plan be converted into a gift for ministry today? In the past you planned
on giving some appreciated mutual funds to ministry when the Lord calls you home. Though the market
has been challenged in the last year, you realize in the combination of the last ten years, it is worth 70%
more than it was when you did your planning. You want to give a piece of that now. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you accomplish this. Contact...

April 30, 2023

Can a gift from a future estate plan be converted into a gift for ministry today? At post-college time for
your children, pre-retirement time for you, you did some estate planning and included a gift for ministry.
Now years later, because God has blessed your finances, you realize that you have freedom to give some
of that gift today, when you get to see it in action, celebrating God’s grace. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you plan this. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2023 Newsletter Article

A faithful husband and wife created a sizable estate planned gift for the
future, when they were much younger. Today, they are closer to the day
when the Lord will call them from this earth. Their attitude has changed
about their earthly possessions. Several years ago, they decided that they
were going to start giving now the things they had planned to give in the
future. But they comprehended the mistake of doing this too hastily. They
wanted to be careful. One by one, they began looking at the pieces of their
original gift plan and asked themselves the question, “What would we have
to do to give this now?” In some cases, the gifts have been a stock transfer
using the LCMS Foundation. Some of the assets are qualified retirement
assets like IRA’s. Being older, they can take advantage of the Qualified
Charitable Deduction (QCD) that allows those over 70 ¥2 to transfer up to
$100,000 per year to charity. But they realized this was throwing their
overall estate plan out of balance, that also included some gifts directly
from their will. Giving God’s gifts to family is also important to them.
They had to rebalance as they went. At one point, they asked their LCMS
Gift Planning Counselor for some advice and struck the balance they were
seeking.

Was it some work? Yes, it has involved some effort. But for this couple,
they celebrate the joy of seeing God’s gifts in action. They also have a
sense that ministry gifts today can make a big difference. If you want to
investigate the possibility of doing the same thing, your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2023 Bulletin Sentences

May 7, 2023

Can my estate plans change over time? The answer is yes! The family to whom you choose to share
God’s gifts in inheritance and the ministries you look to support with God’s gifts are always evolving. It is
best practice to look over your plan for gifting regularly, at least every five years, to see how your intent
may have changed. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

May 14, 2023

Can my estate plans change over time? Sometimes change happens in our lives almost imperceptibly.
Maybe someone’s health changed in your family and the goals they had for life changed. Maybe you
have gotten involved in a new ministry focus in these last years, all to share Jesus with the world. You
want to include support for that work. Has your plan kept up with your life and its focus? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you evaluate that. Contact...

May 21, 2023

Can my estate plans change over time? Since you put your estate plans in place 15 years ago, your
children have become incredibly successful in their professions, and you now have seven grandchildren
under the age of seven. You have a sense the Lord will be calling you home within the next ten years.
Your love for family now leads you to consider family inheritance as support for grandchildren’s college
education. Whether it is this change or your unique one, your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help you think and pray through it. Contact...

May 28, 2023

Can my estate plans change over time? During the last ten years, the Church you were baptized in has
closed. The camp you attended as a youth has also closed. You had estate gifts aimed at both ministries.
But today, you live just blocks away from a women’s shelter sponsored by your congregation, at which
you volunteer three mornings each week. You sense that this should now be your gifting focus. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2023 Newsletter Article

Twenty-three years ago, Frieda and Herman put their estate plan together
with their attorney, right when Herman retired. Last month, the Lord called
Herman home and now Frieda has an appointment next month to go to the
attorney to have her will redrafted. The thought of taking Herman’s name
out of her will pains her. Yet, she is confident that he lives on in Jesus. She
is working through that change.

The second thing she is pondering is that in her last will, it referenced all
three of their children. Frederick died as a hero in Afghanistan fifteen years
ago. As with Herman, Frieda clings to the resurrection hope in Jesus about
Frederick as well.

In recent days, she has been considering that in the past, their estate was
to be equally divided in three parts to their three children. Frederick passed
without a wife or children. Frieda has a desire to make his share become a
personal endowment to offer support to her congregation to assist those
going through grief, all to make sure people can find their comfort in Jesus,
just as she has. Her congregation is talking about a new Stephens ministry
program, part of which will be directly focused on grief care. She wonders if
her endowment could pay for her congregation enrolling in that program.
She scheduled an appointment with her LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor for tomorrow to discuss this. For the first time in weeks, she is
feeling great energy and joy about her life, working toward this goal.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you too.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2023 Bulletin Sentences

June 4, 2023

How might retirement change my estate plans? Retirement planning can often change the makeup of
your portfolio, as investments change from long range to shorter range investments. Each one of those
investments has a beneficiary designation with it, that guides those assets when the Lord calls you
home, either to your estate (will/trust), to family by name, or to organizations (such as ministries). If you
change the investment, you want to make sure that the way you fill out the new beneficiary
designations fits with your plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist in creating an
overview of all your beneficiary designations. Contact...

June 11, 2023

How might retirement change my estate plans? Beginning in retirement, you may begin spending down
retirement accounts into which you have been placing assets throughout your working life. This
spending down of one financial asset, relative to another asset, can create imbalance in the way you
wish to disperse God’s gifts when He calls you home. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
assist in creating an overview of all your beneficiary designations. Contact...

June 18, 2023

How might retirement change my estate plans? At the life transition which retirement creates, you may
do an in-depth review of your financial assets. That process may help you discover that in God’s grace,
you have more of God'’s gifts to manage than what you imagined. The plan for managing these gifts
extends to the moment when the Lord calls you home. It can include gifts to support ministry. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think about the possibilities. Contact...

June 25, 2023

How might retirement change my estate plans? Sometimes retirement planning changes our focus on
life, reprioritizing the things we count as important. Beyond thinking that retirement is nothing but
vacations, you might find that a few things have become very important to you, especially ministries
that are sharing the life of Jesus through the Gospel. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
discuss and pray with you, as you seek clarity of purpose. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2023 Newsletter Article

Sam attended college 44 years ago. This year, he finally retired. His work as
an engineer consumed his life. To be responsible, Sam maximized amounts
he could place in his 401(k) and managed to create other investments as
well. Yet, because of his busyness, Sam never really thought much about
using those gifts of God. His focus was on working and saving.

Yet now, in retirement, for the first time in a long time, Sam’s mind is not
consumed by work. He was out for a walk on a trail near his home in the
middle of the afternoon enjoying the spring day. His mind trailed off to
ponder what a plan for faithfully using God’s financial gifts would look
like. He was never married, without heirs, and inheritance was not a
priority. Suddenly, retirement showed the opportunity laid out in front of
him to plan for current and future support of his favorite ministries, like
his home congregation. Yet he really didn’t know where to start. He
decided to call his LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor whom he just
met this past Sunday after worship over a cup of coffee.

God has a habit of surprising us with more gifts than we could ever imagine
we would steward for His glory. It shouldn’t surprise us. St. Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians 9, “You will be enriched in every way to be genuine in every way,
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.” Is it time for you to
ponder the faithful works for which God has been preparing you since
before time? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2023 Bulletin Sentences

July 2, 2023

As we prepare our estate plans and the gifts to family and ministry within those plans, we remember
that we are making these plans in an ever-changing world. This requires that we need to regularly look
at our plans, and more than likely make changes to them as we go. We should not think that a plan put
in place twenty years ago covers all our needs today. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you throughout these stages. Contact...

July 9, 2023

As we prepare our estate plans and the gifts to family and ministry within those plans, we remember
that we are making these plans in an ever-changing world. Family needs can change over decades. An
old plan might have been written before current children or grandchildren were born. Family
inheritance needs might have increased or decreased since the last time you considered your plans.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin assessing your goals for giving from
your estate. Contact...

July 16, 2023

As we prepare our estate plans and the gifts to family and ministry within those plans, we remember
that we are making these plans in an ever-changing world. In this changing world, we all wonder
whether ministries that have been near and dear to us will still be around twenty-five years from now.
A good plan for future support of ministry will always include options, in case those ministries of choice
are no longer in existence. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you assess if you
need those options. Contact...

July 23, 2023

As we prepare our estate plans and the gifts to family and ministry within those plans, we remember
that we are making these plans in an ever-changing world. What if | want to plan a future estate gift to
an area of ministry but am unsure whether a specific ministry will be still be in place when the Lord calls
me home. A Donor Advised Fund may be the answer to give you flexibility and confidence. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you consider your options. Contact...

July 30, 2023

As we prepare our estate plans and the gifts to family and ministry within those plans, we remember
that we are making these plans in an ever-changing world. The probability of change should not keep us
from making plans. If you would like to make gifts to ministry by simple bequest, the LCMS Foundation
can create a gift letter that you sign and date, that indicates your ministry distributions. If you change
your mind in the future, you don’t have to redo legal documents or beneficiary designations. You just
ask the Foundation for a new gift letter. This can uncomplicate gifting in a changing world. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor is ready to help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2023 Newsletter Article

Bernie and Helen created their first estate plan when they were 25, right
after the birth of their first child. In the fifty years since that time, they
have had three more children, and now have eight grandchildren. During
those fifty years, they moved four times, to four different states. In each
place, they engaged with their local church. Combined, there have been six
congregations in their lives. Two of them have closed, as they were located
in urban areas that changed from the ethnic origins of the congregations.
Two of the congregations have Lutheran Schools, bursting at the seams
with enrollment. One of the congregations has a vibrant caring ministry
for battered women. One has an outreach to immigrants in their
community. All four of these congregations and their ministries have had a
place in Bernie’s and Helen’s life. They want to reflect this connection with
ministry and update their fifty-year-old wills, creating gifts for their
children and grandchildren.

They met with their local LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor and
began organizing a survey of family, assets, and goals. They indicated that
one of their goals is to build flexibility into their plans, as life has taught
them that life changes. They were happy to see some of the flexible tools
the LCMS Foundation offers. Now instead of putting off their planning, or
dreading it, they are excited about leaning into the future which includes
one day living face to face with Jesus.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you too.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2023 Bulletin Sentences

August 6, 2023

All assets within your estate are God'’s gifts which you will be gifting to family and ministry when the
Lord calls you home. It is good to learn how to pray for those who will be receiving these gifts. Often,
people consider inheritance as entitlement. As Christians, we consider it pure grace to provide for family
through estate gifts we will give them. What are the purposes for each family member you hope will be
accomplished through these gifts? Remember to pray for these purposes, that the Lord’s will may be
done. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you articulate these purposes. Contact...

August 13, 2023

All assets within your estate are God’s gifts which you will be gifting to family and ministry when the
Lord calls you home. It is good to learn how to pray for those who will be receiving these gifts. Often,
God'’s people make decisions about estate gifts to ministry without deep consideration. Who are the
people who will be touched by the Gospel because of these gifts? Imagine those ministry moments.
Pray for them. Ask the Lord to grow His Kingdom. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you articulate these purposes. Contact...

August 20, 2023

All assets within your estate are God’s gifts which you will be gifting to family and ministry when the
Lord calls you home. It is good to learn how to pray for those who will be receiving these gifts. As God’s
people age, sometimes the challenge of managing God’s gifts seems too complex, and the servant of the
Lord may say, “Oh, | don’t want to be bothered with planning things out. | will just leave it and others
will figure it out after I’'m gone.” God made you the steward of His gifts. He wants to include you in the
showering of others with His blessings, including physical needs but also spiritual blessings that come
through the sharing of the Gospel. Engage in specific plans to bless specific people or ministries. Then
remember them by name in your prayers as you prepare for the day you meet the Lord face to face.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you articulate these purposes. Contact...

August 27, 2023

All assets within your estate are God’s gifts which you will be gifting to family and ministry when the
Lord calls you home. It is good to learn how to pray for those who will be receiving these gifts. Aiming
gifts at people or ministries with whom the Lord has engaged you regularly in life is the opportunity to
make this gifting personal. If there has been a specific ministry for which you have volunteered, make a
gift. If there is a specific family member who has special needs, make a gift. Then remember to pray for
these specific things, thanking God for your involvement with them. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you articulate these purposes. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2023 Newsletter Article

Ron and Sally put an estate plan together thirty years ago. Just recently, they began
reviewing this plan, with the help of their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor,
getting them ready to go to their attorney for updates.

One evening over dinner, Sally said to Ron, “You know, I’ve been thinking about our
plan. Thirty years ago when we put it together, we didn’t spend much time talking with
each other about what was on our hearts. We certainly didn’t pray about it. We just got
it done before we left on our trip to Europe. I feel differently this time.”

Ron responded, “I am glad to hear you say that because I have been feeling the same
way. I really want to aim our gift to ministry to the scholarship fund in our
congregation’s endowment. The school is the place where our Church connects with
new families. Every year, dozens of new people are being baptized because of the
school.”

Sally said, “I couldn’t agree more. Can we pray about those families that will be
touched in the future through the nurturing, loving, environment of our school?”

They prayed. They wept. They found strong encouragement to do their work and adjust
their estate plans.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2023 Bulletin Sentences

September 3, 2023

Life is full of starts and stops, but the Lord looks at all our lives in one grand design. Our estate plans
dwell in this grand design vision, instead of focusing only on the moment. You want to bless your family,
maybe children and grandchildren. Yet you wonder if putting a plan together today will capture their
needs in the future. What if more grandchildren are born? Your plan needs to be broad enough to allow
for that grand design. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you consider your gifting
wishes. Contact...

September 10, 2023

Life is full of starts and stops, but the Lord looks at all our lives in one grand design. Our estate plans
dwell in the grand design vision, instead of focusing only on the moment. Every single day you went to
work and earned money preparing you for the grand privilege when someday you get to bless family
and ministry with those gifts through inheritance. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you connect all the dots, seeing your life as connected. Contact...

September 17, 2023

Life is full of starts and stops, but the Lord looks at all our lives in one grand design. Our estate plans
dwell in the grand design vision, instead of focusing only on the moment. Ministries start. Sometimes
they complete their mission and cease to exist. You know in your heart that the Lord wants you to
support ministry through your estate. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you see
how to build flexibility to address the future which you can’t see today. Contact...

September 24, 2023

Life is full of starts and stops, but the Lord looks at all our lives in one grand design. Our estate plans
dwell in the grand design vision, instead of focusing only on the moment. Worrying about change may
serve as an obstacle, keeping you from putting an estate plan in place. Details of estate plans probably
will change over time. Yet the core values are something you can get in place today. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think and pray about those decisions. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2023 Newsletter Article

Life is full of starts and stops, but the Lord looks at all our lives in one grand design.
Our estate plans dwell in the grand design vision, instead of focusing only on the
moment.

Bev and Frank were sitting out on their porch one evening reflecting on the events of
their lives. Since marriage, they had lived in five different cities, as jobs had led them.
Children’s school events had once captured their lives. Now their local pickleball
tournaments take up much of their time. They smiled and cried together as they
reflected on life’s events. But then Frank said, “Life just feels disjointed. With all the
twists and turns, what was the purpose?” Bev responded, “Do you remember that verse
from Bible study the other night? I think it was Colossians 3:17. Pastor made us
memorize it. ‘Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” I’'m pretty sure that’s
the point, don’t you?” “You are right,” Frank said. “Do you think our estate plans
reflect that confidence or should we call the LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
who spoke at Church last week?” Bev replied, “Let’s call her. I want to celebrate Jesus in
all our life stages.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2023 Bulletin Sentences

October 1, 2023

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates. For most people, their first
will or trust is focused mainly on family, providing guardianship or a minor trust in case something
should happen before the children become adults. When those children transition to adults, that is a
time that a new plan needs to be put in place, potentially including a greater emphasis on support of
ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin to consolidate your new
ideas into a plan. Contact...

October 8, 2023

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates. When grandchildren begin
appearing in the family, we must consider whether we want to create specific gifts for them, or simply
have their inheritance flow through the gifts that will come to their parents. When this consideration
comes, it is also a good time to consider what gifts are planned to support ministry. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you review your intentions. Contact...

October 15, 2023

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates. When we begin nearing
the age of retirement, our financial planner may begin advising about consolidating some investments,
potentially rolling multiple qualified retirement plans into one IRA for ease of management. At this time,
seeing the clear picture of God'’s things to manage in life, it is a good time to consider new support of
ministry, or to confirm that past planned gifts for ministry are still in place as assets are changing. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

October 22, 2023

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates. When the Lord calls home
the first spouse in a marriage, all of life gets turned upside down for the surviving spouse. In addition to
the need for support during grief, there are many decisions that need to be made, including financial
and estate decisions. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you sort through the
chaos, easing your burden. Contact...

October 29, 2023

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates. Just as autumn sunshine
shows lengthening shadows, so our lives begin to demonstrate aging. In the confidence of our faith, we
face the finite length of days now, with confidence, knowing in Jesus that eternity lies in front of us. Yet
when we sense that the later years of our lives will bring great changes, it is a good time to speak with
personal representatives (executors), trustees or those who will execute our power of attorney
documents, making sure they understand our wishes and pledging to carry them forward, in the faithful
stewardship of God’s things. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate these
conversations. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2023 Newsletter Article

Life is full of milestone events that impact the gifts we plan from our estates.

In 1971, Herb and Rachel lost their son in the Vietnam War. Though that was 52 years ago, Herb and
Rachel still remember the day they received the bad news. Today, their son would have been 71. They
wonder why they are still living at 94, when their son’s life was so short. They are thankful that in Jesus,
both they and their son will live with Jesus in eternity.

A year before their son left for Vietnam, he had married, and his wife was expecting a child when he left.
Through the years, Herb and Rachel felt responsible for this child, but now they know that at age 52,
their grandson is a successful, happily married man with children of his own. The plans they included in
their estate 52 years ago are no longer needed for his survival.

Herb and Rachel feel it is time to rebalance their estate plan, equally dividing the family inheritance
between their two surviving children, and this grandson. As they contemplate this, they realize that both
of their children, just like their grandson, are quite comfortable financially. But they have been hearing a
lot lately at Church that families need scholarship support to send their children to the Lutheran School.
There is an endowment fund set up for that purpose. They feel their estate plan should include a gift for
this endowment. Yet at their age, the work of figuring this all out on their own seems intimidating. They
called their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor, who led them with some questions, to finally
settle on a $100,000 gift for ministry. They found out they could create this gift simply by changing a
beneficiary designation on their IRA which they never touch. They are thankful more children will be
taught about Jesus, just like their son was when he was in this school.

Do you sense that your plans are changing? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
organize that new plan. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2023 Bulletin Sentences

November 5, 2023

Learning to acknowledge God’s blessings is the beginning step of faithful management of His gifts. In
counting life’s blessings, we identify the people who have made a difference in our lives, teaching us,
caring for us, mentoring us. The gifts that will flow out of our estates someday will go to this list of
people or the ministries they represent. Who is on your list? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist you in counting these blessings. Contact...

November 12, 2023

Learning to acknowledge God’s blessings is the beginning step of faithful management of His gifts. It is
easy to become depressed about disappointments in life, whether in relationships, career, health, etc.
Yet Psalm 103 reminds us, “Bless the Lord O my soul and FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS.” Blessings are
anchored in the grace shown to us in Jesus. From His grace flow many other things. Counting those
blessings will provide abundant joy in putting together an estate plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

November 19, 2023

Learning to acknowledge God’s blessings is the beginning step of faithful management of His gifts. Few
give from a sense of feeling deprived. Giving happens from responding to God’s abundance. How would
you describe that abundance? How could you describe that abundance in a few sentences, including it in
a Christian preamble in your will, or leaving behind a written Family Blessing. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you get started on this project. Contact...

November 26, 2023

Learning to acknowledge God’s blessings is the beginning step of faithful management of His gifts. A
sense of entitlement shrivels active giving. Yet, none of us deserve anything, except God’s wrath and
punishment for our sin. Instead, God has showered us with His grace and mercy in Jesus. We have
received what we did not deserve. That will be true of distributions from your estate, whether to family
or to ministry. Where do you believe God wants to highlight His grace through your management of His
gifts? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you focus. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2023 Newsletter Article

Learning to acknowledge God’s blessings is the beginning step of faithful management of His gifts.

Greg and Mike were meeting for lunch. Greg was dreading this meeting because he was used to Mike
always complaining about how hard his life is. On this particular day, Greg was surprised. Mike was
telling the story of how he and his wife had recently decided that they should get their estate plan in
place. The process began as Mike and his wife met with their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor.
Mike was not really a money guy. He was not the guy who could quickly offer up an estimate of the total
net worth of his estate. So, when the LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor asked the couple to fill
out a Lifetime Plan for Giving survey, which included many things, but especially an inventory of
financial assets, Mike was shocked to see the actual dollar value of his estate.

Mike said to Greg, “All my life | have been comparing myself to others, always believing that everyone
else is more blessed than I. | am not a billionaire, but | was actually quite overwhelmed to see the
combined value of our house, our cottage, our paid-up life insurance and our retirement accounts. |
usually just look at things one at a time. Combined together, | realize that | have been underestimating
what God has been doing in our lives. Now | am asking the question, ‘l wonder what God wants us to do
with all of this?’ | have this feeling that it includes more than just inheritance to the kids, as they are all
doing quite well.”

Greg responded, “Mike this is awesome. With your new-found perspective, | think your estate planning
is going to be a lot of fun. Are you thinking about leaving a gift to ministry?”

Mike responded, “I sure am. Every time | see the kids from our Lutheran School in worship, | am so glad
they are learning about Jesus. | want to help provide scholarships so more kids can come in the future.”

Are you recognizing God’s abundance? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2023 Bulletin Sentences

December 3, 2023

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans. If someone asked you for a short description of
your life in Jesus, could you do it? Assembling that description into a written form of family blessing or
even a statement to be included in your will is a great activity of passing on your faith to family, friends,
and fellow church members. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started.
Contact...

December 10, 2023

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans. This is a month where family often gathers. This
month, intentionally engage in conversation. Find out what the depth of blessing is in your family. Then
plan your inheritance gifts to family to celebrate family blessing, making sure the family knows that God
is the ultimate source of all good things. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
organize your thoughts around family. Contact...

December 17,2023

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans. People of all generations have been guilty of
grumbling against God for perceived lack of material blessings we would desire. Yet the estate planning
process begins by documenting your financial assets. Most are amazed when they see how much is
there. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has a tool to help you get started on this
documentation. Contact...

December 24, 2023

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans. This Christmas when you receive gifts and consider
writing thank-yous, try to communicate in those notes that you acknowledge that the gift came from the
Lord through the one who gave you the gift. Then consider communicating that depth of blessing in the
way you plan your estate. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

December 31, 2023

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans. Year end is a time when we reflect on what has
happened over the past year. Certainly, there have been challenges. Yet in Christ, the blessings always
outweigh the challenges because He has made us heirs of the Heavenly Kingdom. Make a New Year’s
resolution to create an estate plan or to review what you already have. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2023 Newsletter Article

Learning to acknowledge the abundance of God’s blessings to us is the beginning step of putting
together the gift plan within our overall estate plans.

“Did you have a good Christmas?” Beginning December 26", you will probably hear that expression a
lot. Most answer with a litany of the gifts they received, or the parties or gatherings they attended.

Sam was asked that same question by his good friend Daniel. At first, Sam felt awkward, finding it
difficult to formulate an answer. But then he remembered something very unique about this Christmas.
He and his wife had been working with their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor to put together
an estate plan, that would certainly include inheritance for family but would also include a bold
commitment of financial support to their favorite ministry and a missionary halfway around the world.
Through regular communication, they had pictures of people who had been baptized and come to faith
through that mission activity. They kept all those pictures on their refrigerator. This year, they purposely
planned to share their estate plans with their kids. They began by telling them about inheritance. Then
they spread out all those pictures from the refrigerator all over the kitchen table where they were
sitting, talking about their intended gift for ministry. To their shock and joy, their children didn’t even
ask questions about inheritance but asked their parents to tell the stories of these who are now part of
Jesus’ Kingdom. “That time of sharing with our kids was the highlight of my Christmas holiday,” Sam
said. “Now my kids are asking how they can be part of supporting the same missionary.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor will encourage you throughout the process, to bless your
family beyond inheritance, by including them in the privilege and joy of financially supporting the Lord’s
work, resulting in the salvation of many. To get started on your plan, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2024 Bulletin Sentences

January 7, 2024

Bringing order and simplicity is a goal of all estate planning. The two parts of an estate plan are: 1) The
Gift Plan (gifts to family and ministry or other charities) and 2) Legal Direction for managing property or
providing for the needs of others (through a trust). If someone does not own a business or excessive
properties, this plan need not be complex. The process begins with defining goals. After that, attorneys
construct the legal documents to make those goals happen. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist you in organizing your goals. Contact...

January 14, 2024

Bringing order and simplicity is a goal of all estate planning. Do you have a list of all your assets in an
organized fashion? Most people have a generalized idea, but not a specific one. It is hard to plan what to
do with God'’s things when you don’t really know what those things are. The Gift Planning process begins
with organizing. Then you get the privilege of directing where God'’s things will go, to family and
ministry, when He calls you home. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

January 21, 2024

Bringing order and simplicity is a goal of all estate planning. Sometimes it feels like there is competition
for the gifts present in your estate. Family demands inheritance. Charities constantly ask. But what do
you know about what God has written on your heart to do? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you discuss, pray, and express those plans clearly. Contact...

January 28, 2024

Bringing order and simplicity is a goal of all estate planning. Many are paralyzed by their sense of estate
planning complexity. To be sure, it does take some work. Yet organizing one’s information and clarifying
goals are the pathway toward putting together a great plan. After that, there are just little assignments

to complete. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you organize and clarify, keeping

you on track. Get started today. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2024 Newsletter Article

Bringing order and simplicity is a goal of all estate planning.

Louis and Brett were having coffee, the day after Christmas. Both were sharing with each other about
how much their families have changed. Children are talking about retirement. Grandchildren are out of
college and advancing in their careers. Brett said to Louis, “When Sally and | put our estate plan together
25 years ago, we felt a great responsibility to provide for our family, as they seemed to have so many
needs. But now it seems to have changed somewhat. Even my youngest grandchild is better off
financially than | am. But | do have a grandchild with special needs, and we are wondering what we
should do for her. We also think a lot about our Church and its future as times are changing. We are also
stirred by the LCMS missionary who talked about the impact of the Gospel on families over in Kenya.
We know we need to update our plan, but it seems so complex and chaotic. We just don’t know where
to start.”

Brett’s predicament is not uncommon. Most people find that their life situations and the tug of the
Gospel urge them to update their gift plans. We certainly do not live in a static world. It is therefore a
good practice to review the gift plan within one’s estate plan every so often, whenever you feel life has
changed. That look may certainly bring some effort. But that is just good stewardship of God’s things.
We want to do well with God’s gifts, to make sure our families see Jesus through our care for them, and
the world sees Jesus through our support of ministry.

In a bigger project, having some help always makes it easier. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you create a roadmap for working through this process. In the end, you will have
peace of mind knowing you are doing the Lord’s will. To get started on your journey, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2024 Bulletin Sentences

February 4, 2024

A good gift plan within one’s estate plan can help manage taxation. For an extended period, Federal
Estate Taxation exemptions (how much is exempt from Federal Estate Tax) have been high. In 2024 it is
set at $13.6 million per person, or $27.2 million per couple. For most of us that is not a concern.
However, some states have estate or inheritance taxes. In addition, retirement plans like annuities, IRAs
or 401(K)’s can be loaded with income tax liability. If you are planning on making a charitable gift from
your estate, you want to make sure you use the right asset to reduce this liability. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

’

February 11, 2024

A good gift plan within one’s estate plan can help manage taxation. It might be true, that instead of
waiting until the Lord calls you home to create a gift for ministry, you could begin making that gift this
year to reduce or eliminate the income taxes you pay. Does that intrigue you? Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can work with you and your tax advisor to begin this work. Contact...

February 18, 2024

A good gift plan within one’s estate plan can help manage taxation. In the past, you may have created a
future gift for ministry with a beneficiary designation on a life insurance policy. All the while, you have
that same amount in a qualified retirement plan that will go to family. This is backwards, giving taxable
things to family and non-taxable things to ministry. Just changing a couple beneficiary forms could save
thousands in taxes. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

February 25, 2024

A good gift plan within one’s estate plan can help manage taxation. In 2024, you can get credit for
donations to ministry of up to 60% of your adjusted gross income (see your tax form for your AGlI
number) or 30% for your non-cash contributions. You can carry these credits out for five years after the
contribution. Is there a ministry you would like to support today, as part of your overall gift plan? Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2024 Newsletter Article

A good gift plan within one’s estate plan can help manage taxation.

Kelly and Lisa were having lunch. Both of their husbands have passed in the last couple of years, and
they are learning to take over the responsibility for finances. This has been a big transition for both.
Kelly said to Lisa, “I have adapted well. | have come to appreciate all that Howard did all those years.
The one thing that still intimidates me is the taxes. | am thankful | have a good tax preparer that makes
this less stressful.”

Lisa responded, “For the first time in my life | am paying more attention to taxes as well. In my mind, |
never really made the connection between my contributions to Church and other ministries and the
amount of tax we pay. This year my Church is in a campaign to enable a building expansion for more
ministry. Joe and | had already settled on a certain portion of our estate that we would give to our
Church. My tax lady told me that if | give some of that now in the campaign, | can reduce my income
taxes this year by 60%. | think that will make a difference in paying for the higher-than-expected
pharmacy bills | have been having. It is amazing how the Lord provides His gifts at just the right time, in
the right way.”

Is the Lord leading you to use His gifts for ministry purposes? Would you like to discuss whether gifts
now or in the future make more sense, especially considering taxes? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2024 Bulletin Sentences

March 3, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the
journey so that you don’t have go through the process alone. You may have some fears about facing
mortality as you work on your estate plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
face those fears by reminding you of our life in Jesus that never ends. Contact...

March 10, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the
journey so that you don’t have go through the process alone. You may not have experience in talking
with professional advisors such as attorneys and tax advisors. You might not know the language they use
or the right questions to ask. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

March 17, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the
journey so that you don’t have go through the process alone. Some of estate planning takes place after
the time when your beloved spouse has been called home to Jesus. It may be foreign territory to
navigate things they used to take care of. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
navigate. Contact...

March 24, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the
journey so that you don’t have go through the process alone. Preparing the distribution from your
Christian estate is a financial decision unmatched in size throughout the rest of life. In addition, it may
be complicated by expectation of resource levels changing over time, or family and ministry focus
changing. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get hold of these competing
priorities. Contact...

March 31, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the
journey so that you don’t have go through the process alone. Your need for answers might be as simple
as, “How do | change a beneficiary designation to create a gift from my estate.” Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can be there for you to assist with your learning. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2024 Newsletter Article

A gift planning counselor is a built-in companion for the journey so that you don’t have go through the
estate planning process alone.

“l am so tired of having to do everything by myself,” said Jenny to her friend Marsha. “Since Frank died,
there has just been so much to do, and | have to do it all by myself. | never realized how much he took
care of.”

“I know what you mean,” Marsha responded. “It’s spring and | know it will be time to mow the grass
soon. Bob always used to take the mower into the shop every March to get it tuned up. But | have no
idea how | could get my mower into the back of my vehicle. I’'m so worn from trying to do all this.”

The experience of Jenny and Marsha is common to many people who have been married for some years,
with a spouse who has now gone to heaven. Handling finances, investments and even legal questions
falls into the category of things one spouse might have always handled.

The good news is that tackling the job of putting an estate plan together, or maybe just tweaking a plan
that already exists, is something with which an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. The
counselor has been through many plans and knows what to do to get you prepared to speak with your
professionals. They are part of your family of faith. They are here to help. To get connected for this
journey, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2024 Bulletin Sentences

April 7, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A good plan can help to navigate challenging family dynamics.
Family needs change and that is true of inheritance. As family members may be called home to Jesus or
new family members arrive, your plan needs to adjust to those changes. You consider these changes in
relation to the desire the Lord has laid on your heart to also support ministry that can change as well.
Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you consider this balance. Contact...

April 14, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A good plan can help to navigate challenging family dynamics.
If your current estate plan was put into place many years ago, the needs of your children (and
potentially grandchildren) may have changed since then. Children may be well established financially.
Grandchildren may be past their college years. Or maybe, their needs have become greater. Your gift
plan from your estate to family and ministry is meant to express the plans the Lord has given you for His
gifts. It is good to review the impact of changing family dynamics regularly to make sure your plan on
paper is still accurate. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

April 21, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A good plan can help to navigate challenging family dynamics.
Blended families have become a reality in our culture. That blend requires some very careful planning to
ensure inheritance distributions are appropriate. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you visualize your distributions, keeping things as simple as possible, all the while responding to the
challenges of your situation. Contact...

April 28, 2024

Gift Planning creates solutions for donors. A good plan can help to navigate challenging family dynamics.
Sometimes there are family conversations that seem too awkward to have. The result is that they never
happen. This is often true when parents put together a gift plan in their estate, with inheritance gifts for
family and ministry gifts that will support the sharing of Jesus in generations to come through the
Church. It is wise to communicate these plans to family now, so that in the future, if family members
become involved in helping to manage your estate, they know how to respect your wishes. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you by facilitating those family conversations. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2024 Newsletter Article

A good gift plan can present solutions to challenging family dynamics.

Years ago, a husband and wife were meeting with their LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor. Both
had been married before, as their spouses had been called home to Jesus. Each of them brought
children into the relationship. The assets they brought were not equal. Urged by the advice of various
people, they began considering a way in which they could isolate their assets from each other, creating
multiple trusts. Complicating matters, because they truly loved each other, they wanted to provide for
each other when the first of them was called home. They felt uncomfortable about such absolute
separation of their assets if they truly were going to share their lives as “one flesh”, in keeping with the
model of marriage from Genesis 1. They laid out a complicated stream of thoughts before the LCMS Gift
Planning Counselor. After a lengthy conversation, the gift planning counselor noticed an interesting
phenomenon about their assets relative to family. Coming into this marriage, one spouse had twice as
many financial assets as the other. That same spouse with the greater assets also had twice as many
children as the other spouse. The ratio made sense. If they combined their assets and equally divided
them among all their children, each child would receive the same amount as if they had put in place a
complicated legal set of trusts to separate their assets. The Gift Planning Counselor conveyed a message
to their attorney, and they emerged from that attorney with a simple plan that made them feel content.
The plan they created together also allowed them to make some gifts to support ministry in the future.
In addition, this plan did not foster an imposed separation between their children.

Taking the time for extended conversation and prayer allowed this couple to discern the right thing to
do, rather than pursuing plans that would be expensive, complicated, and less than satisfying. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor is available to meet with you in the same way. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2024 Bulletin Sentences

May 5, 2024

Gift planning offers solutions for donors wishing to support ministry through their gifts. One of those
solutions might be the simplification of the plan. Instead of trying to support 30 different ministries,
maybe the estate should focus on the special ones in your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you think and pray about this. Contact...

May 12, 2024

Gift planning offers solutions for donors wishing to support ministry through their gifts. You may wonder
how a ministry can best use a gift from your estate. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
facilitate conversations between you and ministry leaders. For assistance, contact...

May 19, 2024

Gift planning offers solutions for donors wishing to support ministry through their gifts. A lump sum gift
to ministry might be best. Or, a gift over time (endowment) might seem like the better plan. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think through that. For assistance, contact...

May 26, 2024

Gift planning offers solutions for donors wishing to support ministry through their gifts. Maybe you
desire to support ministry centering around a concept rather than an organization. You know what you
want to give but maybe not to whom you want to give. Through questions and investigation, your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can enable you to zero in on what is in line with the will of our
Heavenly Father. For assistance, contact...



LCMSFoundation
May 2024 Newsletter Article

“My congregation won’t know what to do with a gift if I leave something from my
estate.” That is where the conversation turned between two friends having coffee one
afternoon. The other responded, “I thought our Church had an endowment fund. Have
you considered giving to that?” “I hate to admit it, but I really don’t know what it is
about. I’ve heard financial reports at congregational meetings, but it just seemed like
numbers. It’s my fault, but I have never investigated what that fund does.”

This experience is quite common for many of us. Our world is so full of information
that we have to decide about what we will consider and when we will consider it. It may
be true that we haven’t spent much time thinking about charitable gifting from our
estates and so we have not paid much attention to something like our congregation’s
endowment fund, or future ministry fund.

So where do we start? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor is trained to
assist you in creating a gift plan that blesses the family you love and the ministries you
care about. Part of that work for gifting to ministry might be some research, identifying
the proper recipient of a gift from your estate. Maybe your questions are similar to what
others have already asked. Or maybe the Gift Planning Counselor knows exactly who to
ask. For assistance, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2024 Bulletin Sentences

June 2, 2024

Planning a gift for ministry from your estate can generate concern about whether that ministry will be
still in existence when the Lord calls you home. Gift planning offers solutions to these concerns. You can
create a gift letter with the LCMS Foundation, asking the Foundation to distribute your gifts to ministry.
Then, if your ministry choices change, you only need to update a simple letter with one phone call or
email to the Foundation, without needing to update legal documents. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

June 9, 2024

Planning a gift for ministry from your estate can generate concern about whether that ministry will be
still in existence when the Lord calls you home. Gift planning offers solutions to these concerns. A Donor
Advised Fund can allow you to create a testamentary gift (for when the Lord calls you home). Then you
can name a trusted advisor, maybe a family member or friend, who can direct those gifts from your
Donor Advised Fund after the Lord has called you to heaven. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help. Contact...

June 16, 2024

Planning a gift for ministry from your estate can generate concern about whether that ministry will be
still in existence when the Lord calls you home. Gift planning offers solutions to these concerns. You can
create a personal endowment fund that will make an annual gift to your favorite ministry. With the
LCMS Foundation, provisions will be included in that endowment, directing the LCMS Foundation to
direct ministry gifts to a parallel ministry if your first choice no longer exists. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

June 23, 2024

Planning a gift for ministry from your estate can generate concern about whether that ministry will be
still in existence when the Lord calls you home. Gift planning offers solutions to these concerns. It may
be that your worries are not substantiated. Conversations with ministry leaders can offer you assurances
about the future vision for ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can facilitate that
conversation. Contact...

June 30, 2024

Planning a gift for ministry from your estate can generate concern about whether that ministry will be
still in existence when the Lord calls you home. Gift planning offers solutions to these concerns. You can
use the power of beneficiary designations on accounts you own to direct them to ministry when the
Lord calls you home. If you need to make a change, you may even be able to update them online. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in completing this task or updating your
choices. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2024 Newsletter Article

Most of the congregations that the Apostle Paul planted on his missionary journeys did
not last for centuries. It may very well be that ministries in the Lord’s Church are meant
to be changing and nimble to reach the world as it changes.

Nonetheless, we often become attached to ministries that have played a significant role
in our life in the Kingdom of God. Maybe those ministries have been connected with
our families for multiple generations. We thank God for the spiritual blessings, but
can’t help but feel a twinge of sadness as what we knew in the past, passes away in the
present.

That sense of change in this fast-paced world may make us apprehensive about
planning gifts for future ministry. Maybe that apprehension is the Lord’s sign to you to
consider making some ministry gifts today, instead of waiting until He calls you home.
Yet some of your assets might not be available for a gift until that glorious day. What
plan makes sense for you? More importantly, what is the eternal plan for which God has
placed His gifts in your life to manage?

Talking about these plans and praying about them is the way in which we arrive at
confidence about what to do. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can be
your friend to walk with you on this journey. For help, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2024 Bulletin Sentences

July 7, 2024

To create the appropriate estate plan requires the use of your personal attorney. However, for some,
that prospect creates anxiety. That anxiety may be caused by fear of the unknown. Most people do not
visit with attorneys on a regular basis. Knowing what to expect out of that visit and becoming generally
familiar with the terms and tools they use can bring down some of that anxiety. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can provide education and explanations to assist with this. Contact...

July 14, 2024

To create the appropriate estate plan requires the use of your personal attorney. However, for some,
that prospect creates anxiety. Many worry about the cost of using an attorney. But keep in mind, you
are seeking out professional advice governing many dollars. It is a good thing to pay for this professional
advice to avoid difficulties in the future. To avoid spending unnecessary time with your attorney
incurring higher than necessary expenses, being organized is essential. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you with this. Contact...

July 21, 2024

To create the appropriate estate plan requires the use of your personal attorney. However, for some,
that prospect creates anxiety. To take a first step toward working with your attorney, it is essential that
you have specific goals about what you want to accomplish, identifying some of the more difficult issues
associated with your plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think about
these goals for working with your attorney. Contact...

July 28, 2024

To create the appropriate estate plan requires the use of your personal attorney. However, for some,
that prospect creates anxiety. Your attorney is not your adversary but your advocate. They want to
assist you. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can get you ready for your work together,
taking plenty of time, bathing the conversations with prayer, helping you to learn how to express your
desires. For assistance, contact...



LCMSFoundation
July 2024 Newsletter Article

Becky received a frantic text message from her friend Kim. “I need to schedule an
appointment with my attorney to update things after Bill died and I am scared to
death.” Becky replied, “Why are you scared?” Kim shared, “It has been twenty years
since I set foot in an attorney’s office and at that time, they made me feel so dumb for
not understanding basic legal process.” Becky responded, “Sounds like you had the
wrong attorney.”

This is a frequent scenario played over and over in the minds of many that keep them
from creating or updating their estate plans. Most attorneys are probably dismayed to
hear such things, as they really only want to help their clients achieve their goals.
However, this situation illustrates that some preparation can alleviate some of this
anxiety. You don’t set out to replace your deck in your backyard without educating
yourself first. You visit stores and look at the variety of materials. You read articles
about the best choices. You might even watch videos to elevate your familiarity. The
same is true for your estate plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has a
great resource that outlines the basic elements of an estate plan and highlights
decisions you will need to make along the path toward completion. Instead of being put
on the spot in a timed appointment in an attorney’s office, you can begin thinking and
praying about what you believe is your goal. Conversations with your Gift Planning
Counselor can help you clarify your thoughts. With anticipation and even excitement,
you can look forward to that attorney visit, because you know it is helping you to move
forward in being a faithful steward of the gifts God has placed in your life to manage for
Him, blessing the family you love and the ministries you care about. To get started on
your preparation, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2024 Bulletin Sentences

August 4, 2024

Working through the Gift Planning process offers a solution for today’s snapshot in time but creates a
partnership for adjusting your plan as time changes. If there are ten, twenty or thirty more years until
you expect to be with Jesus, you can expect that the gift plan within your estate plan will need to
change, as life changes. Additional family members, the passing of some family members, and the
changing of ministries with which you are connected are all examples of how your plan will need to
remain flexible and change as life changes. Working with an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
creates the partner with whom you can review your plan every 5 to 7 years. They will provide you with
reminders for these opportunities to review. For assistance, contact...

August 11, 2024

Working through the Gift Planning process offers a solution for today’s snapshot in time but creates a
partnership for adjusting your plan as time changes. Over time your financial assets can dramatically
change or be invested in new things. Making sure your estate plan maintains connection with current
assets is a normal step of maintenance to take to make sure your plan is solid. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help you consider these connections. For assistance, contact...

August 18, 2024

Working through the Gift Planning process offers a solution for today’s snapshot in time but creates a
partnership for adjusting your plan as time changes. Certain times such as retirement, when financial
assets are often reallocated, or the passing of the first spouse, when accounts are renamed into the
name of the surviving spouse, it is crucial to make sure that these actions line up with the plan you have
put in place before. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist. Contact...

August 25, 2024

Working through the Gift Planning process offers a solution for today’s snapshot in time but creates a
partnership for adjusting your plan as time changes. If you are concerned that the ministries you wish to
support through your estate gifts might change over time, the LCMS can offer a simple solution that
enables those changes without the requirement for legal expenses. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can explain this to you. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2024 Newsletter Article

Some make the mistake of thinking that they can control every detail of their estate, and
even levy some level of control after the Lord has called them home. You might call this,
“Trying to take the joystick with you into the grave.” It just can’t be done. When we try to
control too much, we rob ourselves of peace, and steal the joy that the Lord meant to
have attached to His gifts when He placed them into our lives to manage. Management
of God’s gifts is less about protecting them, and more about using them, that through
His things, God might bless us with His grace in Jesus. That is true for inheritance with
family, and it is true for estate support of ministry. Anchored in grace, this work is full of
peace and joy. To maintain that sense of peace and joy, we need to understand that the
plans we lay out may not last for decades without change. Life changes. Families
change. Health changes. Ministries change. Our plans for faithful distribution of God’s
things also need to change as we move through life.

Gift planning is a problem solver, as it looks at intended distributions, compares current
assets, looks to be smart about such things as taxation, and then commits to doing
God’s work. As you live out your life, be open to the need to make some changes along
the way. When do you need to do that? Anytime you sense that you are about to enter,
or have just gone through, a major change in your life situation, is the right time to act.
At those times, reach out for help from your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2024 Bulletin Sentences

September 1, 2024

The gift planning process of an estate plan requires multi-channel communication. The communication
begins with your spouse if you are married. It is essential that both spouses buy into the whole process,
expressing their wishes and becoming educated so that the plan can stay in place over many years. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor uses a special survey incorporating wishes from both spouses
into a final design, even if one spouse ordinarily avoids involvement in financial affairs. To get started,
contact...

September 8, 2024

The gift planning process of an estate plan requires multi-channel communication. Ideally, if you have
children, you will share with them your plans, both for use of inheritance as well as your heart for
creating a ministry gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can give you the material to
facilitate these conversations, or sometimes, even facilitate the conversation. To find out how important
this step is, contact...

September 15, 2024

The gift planning process of an estate plan requires multi-channel communication. If you are planning to
make a gift to support ministry, it is a great idea to have a conversation with a ministry leader, maybe a
pastor or lay leader who can help you make sure that your passion for ministry translates into practical
support that will make a difference. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help set up that
meeting, or even attend. To get started, contact...

September 22, 2024

The gift planning process of an estate plan requires multi-channel communication. Your estate plan
requires someone to serve in an executor/trustee role, as well as carrying out the power of attorney
responsibilities. It is a mistake to not share with them your plans now while you can discuss and clarify.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help to share copies of legal documents with your
chosen people encouraging you to follow through with this step. Contact...

September 29, 2024

The gift planning process of an estate plan requires multi-channel communication. Have you ever heard
of someone needing services from several doctors at a time, yet those doctors really didn’t understand
what the other was doing? The same can be true about your attorney, tax preparer and financial
advisor. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist in facilitating group communication
between you and these professionals, so they are working together for you. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2024 Newsletter Article

Best friends, Mike and Dave, were out one morning fishing in their favorite spot. The action was
pretty light, and they got to talking. Mike said, “We just finished our estate plan last week and
now we don’t have to think about it or talk about it ever again.” Dave said, “Have you talked
with your children about it?” Mike said, “No, my wife doesn’t want to upset them.”

Dave said, “Are you sure that’s the right decision? Don’t you want to share with them your
dreams about what their inheritance can accomplish in their lives, blessing them with God’s
gifts? And didn’t you guys leave a gift to the endowment at Church to provide scholarships to
make sure children can keep going to the Lutheran School regardless of their economic level?
You should tell them why that is important so that they can celebrate it with you. Otherwise,
they might not understand and might even fight your plans after the Lord has called you
home.” “But,” Mike replied, “How do you sit down for that conversation?” Dave thought for a
moment and said, “I bet an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor could help you line up
what you want to share with them, maybe even give you an illustration to share with them.”

Family conversations can be tough, especially if life has caused some separation, or it has been
a while since you talked about deep things with your children. But pray to the Lord for
guidance, seeing the value of faith witness and faithful stewardship that such conversations can
provide. Would you like some help? Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2024 Bulletin Sentences

October 6, 2024

God has entrusted you with His gifts to apply them to the care of family and support of ministry. You
want to be sure that after the Lord has called you home, your intentions are followed. This is the
purpose of putting a plan together. We can’t defer this responsibility to anyone else, such as our
children. We are the ones to whom God has entrusted responsibility. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can assist you in getting your plan organized. Contact...

October 13, 2024

God has entrusted you with His gifts to apply them to care of family and support of ministry. You want
to be sure that after the Lord has called you home, your intentions are followed. Your executor
(personal representative) or trustee have the responsibility to enact your wishes someday. That means it
is important to carefully choose those representatives and to plainly express your God-directed wishes
for His gifts. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in thinking about, and praying
about, these important choices. Contact...

October 20, 2024

God has entrusted you with His gifts to apply them to care of family and support of ministry. You want
to be sure that after the Lord has called you home, your intentions are followed. There is a fine line
between expressing no direction for use of gifts to ministry, and being too controlling, hampering the
ministry from using the gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can engage in conversation
about this topic. Contact...

October 27, 2024

God has entrusted you with His gifts to apply them to care of family and support of ministry. You want
to be sure that after the Lord has called you home, your intentions are followed. You may be concerned
that some family members, or ministry recipients, will be overwhelmed by the responsibility of being
good stewards with lump sum distribution of these gifts. You may want a plan with accountability for
that plan, to make sure the wishes God has planted in you are accomplished. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2024 Newsletter Article

Finishing up a round of golf, Sam complained about being so busy that he can’t golf as
much as he wanted to in retirement. “My game is still bad, and I can’t play enough to
get better. Between doctor appointments, meeting with my financial advisor, attending
the two boards I serve on at Church, and all the projects my wife gives me, I just can’t
play.” Frank replied, “I know what you mean. My wife wants us to redo our estate plan,
but I keep telling her that I’'m too busy already. I think we should just hand it over to
the kids and let them worry about it.”

This sentiment is common, as the task of creating or updating a Christian estate plan
seems daunting with the thought of hard work and expense. There is both work and
expense involved, but that price has a value. In the gift plan you create, you are
directing God’s gifts. He has entrusted them into your care. With that trust comes
responsibility to put a plan together along with choosing responsible representatives to
ensure accountability to make sure your wishes, God’s plan, is carried out.

With a friend, you can get started on this project and find it won’t really be that bad.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can be that friend. For help, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2024 Bulletin Sentences

November 3, 2024

Gift planning can ensure that your charitable intent is honored in your overall estate plan. An estate plan
addresses many concerns with intent of bringing the process of administering your estate into
conformity with state law. There are many rabbit trails to follow during the estate planning process. If
we aren’t careful, we may lose the opportunity to dig into how gifts to ministry can be important for the
sharing of the Gospel into the future. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you keep
your family and ministry in focus throughout the process. Contact...

November 10, 2024

Gift planning can ensure that your charitable intent is honored in your overall estate plan. Much of
financial planning is focused on wealth creation and preservation. Often, the estate planning process
can become an extension of that same focus. Working with an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can enable you to keep your focus on managing God’s gifts for God’s purposes, for both family and
ministry. For assistance with this focus, contact...

November 17, 2024

Gift planning can ensure that your charitable intent is honored in your overall estate plan. Many have
charitable intent, but often this intent is nothing more than a wish, not being clearly articulated in the
estate plan. Executors and trustees usually do not have latitude to create charitable gifts from your
estate. Giving inheritance to family hoping they will follow through with your intent to allocate assets to
ministry probably won’t work for the same reason you are not achieving that goal in your life. It needs to
be spelled out. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in clarifying your desires,
making sure they are represented in the legal documents you create. For assistance, contact...

November 24, 2024

Gift planning can ensure that your charitable intent is honored in your overall estate plan. Life is busy
and often does not allow dedicated time to focus thoughts in a clear way on a variety of topics. As a
result, we remain ambiguous, often missing out on opportunities. This can be true about estate
planning. Down deep you have had a desire to make a gift to ministry, but have never defined the timing
or size of that distribution, nor the goal you hope ministry will achieve with this financial support. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor focuses on your goals, helping you to construct a plan that
achieves them, including support of ministry. For assistance, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2024 Newsletter Article

“My furnace just died and they are coming to replace it Tuesday. I have already signed a
contract to have our hardwood floors refinished the week after that. When that is all
done, I will have to hurry to get the house in order for Thanksgiving because we are
having thirty people over for dinner. Before I know it, Christmas will be here, and I
don’t know when I will get to shopping for presents. I am thinking about just writing
checks to my children and having them buy things for the grandchildren this year.”
This was the conversation that began between two friends on the way out of worship.
The friend replied, “Your children probably don’t have more time than you to do that
Christmas shopping. Are you sure that’s a good idea?”

Struggling with the many responsibilities of life is one of the key reasons that we don’t
create or review our estate plans, and specifically, the gift plans within them. We are
tempted to kick the can down the alley, hoping someone else will get to it. Yet history
demonstrates that with charitable gifting, if we don’t create our specific plans and have
them written out in wills, trusts, or beneficiary designations, those areas of charitable
intent will never happen.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in getting specific,
enabling you to fulfill the responsibilities the Lord has given you to manage His gifts.
To get started, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2024 Bulletin Sentences

December 1, 2024

Your estate plan can enable you to express your Christian faith. Have you ever endeavored to express
your faith and desire for your family to remain in the faith, in a short, succinctly written piece that you
can share as a lasting testimony even after the Lord calls you home? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you to initiate this project, including sharing some examples. For assistance,
contact...

December 8, 2024

Your estate plan can enable you to express your Christian faith. Around the holidays, we do not want to
become morbid, discussing topics that are difficult. But if the opportunity presents itself, consider
sharing with family your confidence about care for your body at life’s end, or the joy in your heart about
directing God’s things through your estate plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help
you talk through what you want to share. Contact...

December 15, 2024

Your estate plan can enable you to express your Christian faith. Someday, when the Lord calls you home,
your estate will turn over the financial assets to family, ministry or other charities. Have you ever
considered preparing a letter to each of the beneficiaries of your estate, sharing with them why the Lord
directed you to share with them? Maybe this could translate into face-to-face conversations right now.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can ask you questions, assisting you to become specific
about how your faith translates into your gifting plan. Contact...

December 22, 2024

Your estate plan can enable you to express your Christian faith. Many speak of estate planning from the
perspective of “What legacy are you leaving behind?” If we are honest and think about those who have
passed before us, their value is not in being remembered after they are gone, but in the impact they
made on each of us during their life. If you would like to discuss this with your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor and how that translates into your estate plan, contact... May you have a very
blessed Christmas!

December 29, 2024

Your estate plan can enable you to express your Christian faith. The end of the year is a time to reflect
and consider what has transpired during these last days. It often focuses on an end and then a new
beginning. For Christians, we always live with a deep expectancy of living out eternity in God’s Kingdom
because of Jesus. Let that be your resolve this year: to weave that confidence into your estate plan.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor would be happy to help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2024 Newsletter Article

“There are so many things I wish I could share with my children, but whenever we are
together, it seems we are always racing off to a soccer game or dance recital. We never
really get to talk.” This was the sentiment that Rachel was expressing to her sister as
the two were enjoying an unseasonably warm November day on the screened porch.
Rachel’s husband passed away suddenly about two years ago and since then, these two
sisters have spent more time together.

“I know what you mean,” said Karen. “But that changed for me a few years ago when
Bill and I put our estate plan together. We worked with an LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor, and she kept insisting that we create a statement of faith to share
with our family and friends. She called it a Family Blessing. The counselor also urged us
to meet formally with our kids to share the details of our estate plan with them. It was
then that Bill and I both read our Family Blessings to the kids out loud. By the end we
were all shedding some tears and hugging. It was the first time in a long time that we
had deep conversations about our confidence in Jesus, rather than just talking about
attending Sunday service. It was great.”

Rachel responded, “You know, since Fred died, I have been needing to review my estate
plan. Maybe I’ll give the counselor a call and see if she can help me do the same thing.”

Your estate plan is not just about money and laws. It is about relationships and sharing
Jesus. To get started on your journey and kindle those conversations with the people
you love most, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2025 Bulletin Sentences

January 5, 2025

Putting an estate plan together presents many competing priorities around which to make decisions.
Certainly, you wish to care for the family you love. Yet even families can present competing priorities.
As you consider gifts to family (inheritance), is their need immediate, or is it in the future for something
like college education for children? Would you like to begin figuring out God'’s design for His gifts? Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

January 12, 2025

Putting an estate plan together presents many competing priorities around which to make decisions.
Certainly, you wish to care for the family you love. Yet even families can present competing priorities. In
your family, is there someone who has special needs such as long-term care or support through a
disability? Inheritance doesn’t have to be “fair”. It does show God’s grace and mercy. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin figuring this out. Contact...

January 19, 2025

Putting an estate plan together presents many competing priorities around which to make decisions.
Certainly, you wish to care for the family you love. Yet even families can present competing priorities.
Maybe there is some relationship disfunction in your family that up until now, the grace of God has not
yet healed. Should that impact inheritance? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you
think through, and pray through, such issues. Contact...

January 26, 2025

Putting an estate plan together presents many competing priorities around which to make decisions.
Certainly, you wish to care for the family you love. Yet even families can present competing priorities.
Maybe you are reaching the later part of earthly life and have no children. Is family inheritance still
required, or expected? Might God have another plan for His resources in your life? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to begin discerning the right thing to do. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2025 Newsletter Article

Two long-time friends, both now widowed, were having lunch as they typically do the
fourth week of every month. Ruth and Sarah were talking about family.

Ruth shared, “Ever since my daughter got married, her new husband has separated her
from me, and I never see her. I don’t even get to talk to her. Inconsistently I get a
birthday card or Christmas card from her. I’'m thinking of removing her from my will.”
“I am so sorry,” Sarah responded. “That must be painful. You two were so close when
she was growing up. Removing her from the will seems pretty drastic. Dare I say, it
seems final. Are you ready to give up on her? What do you hope to accomplish by doing
that?”

Ruth sighed and said, “I don’t know what I really want. I am just so hurt and sometimes
I want to hurt back. But I know that’s not what the Lord wants me to do. I just need
someone with whom to discuss this.”

“Have you met with Pastor about this?”

“Yes, a couple of years ago. But my hurt seems to be getting worse.”

“Well set up an appointment with him. I know he has really helped me with the Lord’s
encouragement on multiple occasions. Here’s another thing. Maybe the LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor at Church could help you redirect your hurtful
action into something more positive. Why don’t you give her a call?”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor stands ready to assist you in putting
together a faithful plan from your estate, even weaving through difficult family
challenges. For support, contact..,.



L. CMSFoundation

February 2025 Bulletin Sentences

February 2, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about distributions from our estates someday, even as
we consider gifts that will support ministry. The thought might arise, “If | support ministry with my
estate, I'll be taking away from my family inheritance.” Take a step further back and begin asking
yourself why the Lord gave you these financial assets to manage in the first place. Pray fervently. Have
conversations with fellow believers. Strive to discern God’s will. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can be one of these supportive people. Contact...

February 9, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about distributions from our estates someday, even as
we consider gifts that will support ministry. In your life, you may have been blessed by, or involved with,
multiple ministries striving to share Jesus. Should you try to support them all through your estate or
focus on a few that really resonate with your heart? Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
ask questions to get you aimed at that focus. Contact...

February 16, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about distributions from our estates someday, even as
we consider gifts that will support ministry. You may be committed to supporting ministry but may have
other charities in mind as well. In Matthew 25, Jesus said, “Whatever you do for one of the least of
these you have done it for me.” Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you gain
information about the right way to support organizations, discerning if they are consistent with your
beliefs and practices. Contact...

February 23, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about distributions from our estates someday, even as
we consider gifts that will support ministry. In supporting ministries, there is always the need of “today”
versus the needs of the “future”. Which should you choose? Saints of the Lord may come up with
differing plans about these priorities. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor may be able to
help you clearly see how you can do both. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2025 Newsletter Article

Considering distributions from your estate that will directly support ministries of the
Church may present competing priorities that have existed in you throughout your life.

Greg and Deb sat down after Christmas to have a serious conversation about their
future goals for the distributions of their estate, especially those that will go to
ministry. For the last twenty years, Deb has been involved in an afterschool outreach
effort through a local urban congregation that has opportunity to provide tutoring and
intentional sharing of Jesus with young children. Greg is a trustee at their own
congregation and is known as the guy who fixes everything. In their conversation, Greg
expressed his desire to make a gift to their congregation’s endowment fund, specifically
for long-term care of the building. Not surprisingly, Deb desires to support the local
congregation involved in the children’s ministry. At first, they were getting into a bit of
an argument, as both were passionate about their feelings. Finally, Deb said, “I think
we need to ask someone to help us work through this. Maybe it doesn’t need to be an
either-or proposition.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can be the one to talk and pray with
you as you discern God’s will. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2025 Bulletin Sentences

March 2, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Part of that
tension flows from immediate needs versus long-term needs in our lives. In our culture, it is the
“immediate” that receives the attention, resulting in us failing to plan for long-term needs. For example,
if you are going to put an estate plan in place, it will cost money working with an attorney. Maybe you
need new tires instead and that wins the contest. To deal with the long term, we need to plan for it and
prioritize. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can meet with you, without cost, to begin
thinking about the value of this long-range planning. Contact...

March 9, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Part of that
tension flows from immediate needs versus long-term needs in our lives. Many seniors are concerned
about the high cost of nursing home care and believe their only estate priority is protecting assets. But
there are many other legal and financial issues that should be considered, including how to bless family
with inheritance and support ministries that the Lord has laid on the heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can broaden your consideration. Contact...

March 16, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Part of that
tension flows from immediate needs versus long-term needs in our lives. Sometimes God’s people
hesitate to plan because we don’t know what that future will look like. It is true that if the Lord wills for
you to live thirty more years, your goals or needs might change. But that should not stop you from
planning today. Your estate plan is a snapshot in time, guiding things as you currently know them. You
may need to adjust your plan in the future, but that shouldn’t keep you from having a plan today. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

March 23, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Part of that
tension flows from immediate needs versus long-term needs in our lives. Some of God’s saints hesitate
to commit to creating an estate gift for ministry because they say, “What if | need those funds before |
die?” As long as the funds remain in your name, you always have access to use them. Yet, your estate
plan is in place for things that you don’t use during your earthly life. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help explain this. Contact...

March 30, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Part of that
tension flows from immediate needs versus long-term needs in our lives. You can list the members of
your family today, but what happens to inheritance if family situations change? What happens if one of
your children gets married or a grandchild is born, and they are not listed in your will or trust? Your
attorney can place language in your legal documents to address these matters. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can highlight the concerns you have with your attorney to ensure they are
addressed. For assistance contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2025 Newsletter Article

A person wishes to go on a European vacation. However, they have delayed planning
many times. Maybe there will be a better rate? Who knows when the best weather will
be? What if my health takes a turn and I am not able to go? The bliss of vacation will
never happen if you continue living in paralysis of the unknown.

That same kind of paralysis can keep the Lord’s people from putting estate plans in
place and carrying out faithful stewardship of God’s gifts. In the barrage of “what if’s”,
we choose to do nothing. If that procrastination lasts long enough, we may choose to
do nothing, expecting that our children will take care of things after the Lord calls us
home. The trouble is, we may not have communicated our wishes to our children
clearly or they may not share the same priorities. God has made us stewards of His
things and it is our job to put a plan in writing that faithfully guides how financial
assets should be handled through our estate. We don’t let fear of the imperfect keep us
from acting.

Certainly, in estate plans, there are many things that can change over time. Family can
grow. Financial assets can grow. Ministries can close and new ones can open. An estate
plan needs to be nimble to be effective. It is wise to see the need to review an estate
plan and update it every 5-7 years. Yet the prospect of those changes should not keep
us from setting up a plan that covers the needs of today. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you consider what you need to have in place today.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2025 Bulletin Sentences

April 6, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
think of the tension that is produced by differing opinions by family members. Some family members
believe the entire estate is obligated to be transferred as inheritance to heirs. Other family might
believe there is an opportunity for charitable intent, including ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you see the compromise that solves this tension. Contact...

April 13, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
think of the tension that is produced by differing opinions by family members. Sometimes parents
create an estate plan later in life that includes some gifts that will support ministry or other charities,
never telling their children. When the first spouse is called home to Jesus, children often get involved in
the estate plan and might contradict the original plan. The solution for this is to communicate your
estate plan to future heirs now. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

April 20, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
think of the tension that is produced by differing opinions by family members. Sometimes hurt happens
in a family and never resolves. That unresolved hurt can translate into a parent removing a child or
other heir from the gift plan of the estate. Talking through an estate plan is the perfect time to be
reminded to try again at reconciliation. Your pastor can really help in these matters. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in reaching out for help. Contact...

April 27, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
think of the tension that is produced by differing opinions by family members. Family can have
different opinions about whether current needs are more important, or if a future plan from an estate
is. Balancing current and future goals, both for family inheritance and support of ministry is a vital part
of a Gift Plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to think this through.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2025 Newsletter Article

As continue to think about the tensions involved in Christian estate planning, this
month we focus on how differences in opinion among family can create enough
roadblocks to keep a plan from moving forward.

Imagine a husband and wife who have children, who have wandered into difficulties in
their Ives. Dad is the softy, just wanting to make their children’s lives easier. Mom is
stricter, demanding the children take responsibility for their behaviors. At times, this
difference has created strain on their marital relationship.

Now imagine this same couple trying to jointly decide on a solid Christian estate plan.
Dad wants to evenly divide the estate as lump sum inheritance between their three
children. Mom wants to spread inheritance over time. She also believes that her
children will waste resources given to them, so she is motivated to support gifts for
ministry. You can imagine that the typical response to this tension is avoidance. Asa
result, their last estate documents are forty years old, created before their children
were born.

For this couple, the key will be to have open, prayerful discussion about their goals,
looking to create a consensus about what is the Lord’s will for use of His things.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist in a situation like this.
While they aren’t a marriage counselor, they can safely ask some questions that the
couple has been avoiding. They can remind about the safe place we have in the grace of
God. To get started in this faith journey, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2025 Bulletin Sentences

May 4, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
will consider the balance of future needs with present needs. Sometimes it is difficult to plan future
gifts to family or ministry through your estate because you have many pressing current priorities. An
estate plan however is put in place asking, “If the Lord were to call you home today, how would you
direct your gifts?” Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin thinking about the
future. Contact...

May 11, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
will consider the balance of future needs with present needs. Sometimes, we fear planning a future
gift to ministry, worried that we might need to use that resource before the Lord calls us home. We can
construct a plan for the future yet be free to use those resources today if needed. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can explain. Contact...

May 18, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
will consider the balance of future needs with present needs. Most consider family inheritance as
something that happens at the end of life. Yet in current circumstances, family needs might make sense
for creating a current distribution to family. How much can you give family today? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in understanding. Contact...

May 25, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. This month we
will consider the balance of future needs with present needs. Creating a future gift in your estate plan
to family or ministry might seem frustrating, as you won’t get to see the impact it makes. To soften this
concern, you can prepare a statement to deliver to family or ministry, expressing your intent for the gift.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to begin thinking about what you would
share. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

May 2025 Newsletter Article

“I’'m not very good at thinking and planning for the future. So much of my
life has turned out so differently than I thought it would when I was young
that I have sort of given up on dreaming about what tomorrow might look
like.” These were Jennifer’s ponderings with her friend as they were riding
in the car to view a new display at the Botanical Garden.

Kathy responded, “I share the same challenge. I know the Bible says we
should’t predict tomorrow in pride, but should always commend our plans
to the will of God. But that almost makes it seem like there is no point in
any planning if the Lord is going to make things happen in different ways
than we plan.”

Jennifer replied, “Remember, though, Kathy, if God changes something, it
is always that He might work out His plan of grace in our lives. Though I
struggle with this, I know that I need to sit down with someone and review
my estate plan, especially after Gary passed away last year. But I don’t
know where to start. It is so hard for me.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. They know the
kinds of things you need to plan, and things of which you must let go,
trusting in the Lord after He calls you home, to bless family and ministry.
If you would like to consider your estate plan from this perspective,
contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2025 Bulletin Sentences

June 1, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Will my plans
preserve what | have gathered or give it away? Most money professionals will speak with you about
wealth creation or wealth preservation. The real joy of God’s gifts is found in their use, not their
hoarding. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin thinking about following
Godly desires to distribute gifts through your estate. Contact...

June 8, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Will my plans
preserve what | have gathered or give it away? We can become very attached to “things” of this life.
Yet over and over, God’s Word teaches us that our life does not consist in the abundance of our things.
Your estate plan can reflect this aspect of your faith. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you work toward that. Contact...

June 15, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Will my plans
preserve what | have gathered or give it away? The temptation in estate planning is to perpetuate a
sense of control over what happens to your things after you have departed this life. Yet that departure
sets a new tone, not one of controlling assets but of blessing others, family and ministry. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you plan those blessings. Contact...

June 22, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Will my plans
preserve what | have gathered or give it away? If you have been careful about stewarding God’s gifts,
you don’t want those things wasted after you depart. Sharing a statement with those who will take over
that stewardship in your place may be a very wise and rewarding experience, allowing you to share your
faith. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you to begin thinking about what you
would share. Contact...

June 29, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. Will my plans
preserve what | have gathered or give it away? Estate planning can be a bit unsettling as it punctuates
the finite number of days here in this life. Yet our life in Jesus is eternal, without end. How will
decisions in your estate plan keep the focus on things that matter eternally? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you find that eternal focus. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

June 2025 Newsletter Article

“Frank, you know what I found in the back of the attic? I found the first golf clubs I
ever had. My grandfather gave them to me. I haven’t even touched them in thirty
years.”

“Bob, why do you still have those?”

“They are important to me. They remind me of my grandfather.”

“Thirty years of dust on those clubs doesn’t exactly reflect importance.”

We cling to things. Something a grandparent gave to you will very likely have no
meaning to your children or grandchildren, who never met that grandparent. Yet for
some reason, we still cling.

If we really consider God’s Word, we aren’t focused on the “gathering” in life, but the
“use” of life and all the gifts that go along with it. “And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound
in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8) Use of God’s things gives us a chance to
display God’s grace in Jesus to the people who surround us, the family close to us, and
all the neighbors with whom we interact. Use of God’s things is a tremendous privilege.

That sense of “using” God’s things, rather than “hoarding” God’s things, is at the heart
and core of a Christian estate plan. In fact, the gift plan is the fun part of estate work,
as we joyfully plan to bless others with all the things God has gathered under our
faithful stewardship. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you find
that joy. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2025 Bulletin Sentences

July 6, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? You may have many ministries
that you have supported occasionally in life. Yet it might be wise to focus your estate gifts on those
closest to your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can begin asking you questions to
help you focus your plan. Contact...

July 13, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? As you decide where charitable
gifts should be aimed, it might be a good idea to have a discussion with a leader from your favored
organizations, to see if they have a plan in place for appropriately handling estate gifts. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you set up those meetings, even attending them with you if
you prefer. Contact...

July 21, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? Does all your charitable intent
need to be focused on ministry or can you also include other charities close to you? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think about the purposes of your favored organization,
directing gifts to those that really align with your values. For assistance, contact...

July 28, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? A plan for chartable giving from
your estate might need to be updated periodically as ministries you have favored might reach the end of
their active lifespan in God’s Kingdom. Do you need to review your choices? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2025 Bulletin Sentences

July 6, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? You may have many ministries
that you have supported occasionally in life. Yet it might be wise to focus your estate gifts on those
closest to your heart. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can begin asking you questions to
help you focus your plan. Contact...

July 13, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? As you decide where charitable
gifts should be aimed, it might be a good idea to have a discussion with a leader from your favored
organizations, to see if they have a plan in place for appropriately handling estate gifts. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you set up those meetings, even attending them with you if
you prefer. Contact...

July 21, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? Does all your charitable intent
need to be focused on ministry or can you also include other charities close to you? Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think about the purposes of your favored organization,
directing gifts to those that really align with your values. For assistance, contact...

July 28, 2025

We may face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The Lord gives
us a charitable heart but where should we direct our charitable intent? A plan for chartable giving from
your estate might need to be updated periodically as ministries you have favored might reach the end of
their active lifespan in God’s Kingdom. Do you need to review your choices? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

July 2025 Newsletter Article

On the 19" tee, John said to his buddy Rich, “I just got my estate plan
renewed and in place again. Have you done that lately? I seem to
remember that it was quite a while ago when you mentioned doing that.”
Rich answered, “No. I have been putting it off. My wife, Karen, and I have
been talking about this off and on. It seems our plans for inheritance to
the kids and grandchildren haven’t changed much. But the gifts we
planned for ministries have. Karen and I both desired to leave some gifts
to our home congregations where we grew up. But they have both closed
in the past two years. We have been wondering if we should redirect those
gifts to our current congregation, or whether there is something else we
should be supporting.”

Your LCMS Foundation Gift planning Counselor is trained to listen and
find answers for your questions, especially about finding the best ways to
direct gifts to your favorite ministries. There are even some special gift
planning tools that can build flexibility into your plan, so that if you need
to change it in the future, it will be much easier. For assistance, contact....



L. CMSFoundation

August 2025 Bulletin Sentences

August 3, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates. Am | giving things away or
am | trying to control how things will be used? St Paul reminds us in 1 Timothy 6, “For we brought
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.” In Christ we know that He gives us all the
treasures of His Kingdom. That frees us from being entrapped by the things of this world, allowing us to
give them freely to family or ministry. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get
started on your plan. Contact...

August 10, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates. Am | giving things away or
am | trying to control how things will be used? Throughout our lives, we have been responsible for
directing and stewarding things God has placed in our purview. The temptation is to think we can
control them, even from the grave. A Christian estate plan understands the transfer of God’s blessings
that have been His all along. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you think through
and apply this perspective. Contact...

August 17, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates. Am | giving things away or
am | trying to control how things will be used? There are stories attached to the assets that we now
manage in our estates. Celebrating those stories and allowing new stories to be written by family or
ministries with these same gifts is exciting. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist
you in anticipating those new stories. Contact...

August 24, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates. Am | giving things away or
am | trying to control how things will be used? It is tempting to try to control the Lord’s things,
especially for the days after He has called us from this life. With that sense of control, also comes great
anxiety. God’s gifts are meant to be blessings, not curses. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you rediscover that blessing. Contact...

August 31, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates. Am | giving things away or
am | trying to control how things will be used? Control would indicate our absolute ownership of things.
Our faith instructs us that everything belongs to God and He calls us to manage His things well. The
reluctance we might face toward giving away everything probably stems from that awkward sense to
control what we think we own. A Christian estate plan acknowledges that “Every good and perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.” (James 1). In Christ, everything is a gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
help you focus on Jesus in your plans. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

August 2025 Newsletter Article

Brian and Jeff were watching their grandsons play a video game that
included a joystick controller. Out of nowhere, Brian quipped, “I am going
to take the joystick into the grave to control all my assets that I have
earned throughout my life.”

Jeff was quiet for a minute and then replied, “Do you really think you can
do that?”

There is no disguising that much of our life’s energy is used in the
management of physical blessings over which God has placed us as
stewards. That effort can easily translate into a sense of ownership and
the need to control the things that are “ours”. Yet Psalm 24 reminds us,
“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live
in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.” The
real joy out of the things of life comes from knowing to whom they belong
and sensing God’s hand stretching through them to bless us and enable us
to share Jesus with the world.”

Attempts to control the things of life bring anxiety and fear. Living in
God’s gracious blessings all wrapped up in Jesus brings us joy and
celebration. Your Christian estate plan can reflect this joy and celebration.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2025 Bulletin Sentences

September 7, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. A big decision
about estate gifts centers on whether they should be given all at once or spread over time. In
inheritance to family, a lump sum gift could enable a house purchase or the start of a business. It could
also foster frivolous purchases. Which should you choose? The answer might be different depending on
the heir and their needs. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin to think and
pray your way through these decisions. For help, contact...

September 14, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. A big decision
about estate gifts centers on whether they should be given all at once or spread over time. If
inheritance is to be all at once, it can easily be given by bequests from a will or trust, or even through a
beneficiary designation. If it should be spread over time, that might signal a great opportunity for a
charitable trust to spread inheritance over up to 20 years, using those same 20 years to create a
charitable gift as well. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you see clear pathways.
Contact...

September 21, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. A big decision
about estate gifts centers on whether they should be given all at once or spread over time. Ministry
leaders are often interested in lump sum, unrestricted gifts that allow “today” funding in pursuit of
ministry vision. A simple bequest can assist and facilitate this if you are confident in a lump sum
ministry gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in choosing the most
appropriate asset to direct to this gift, being especially mindful of avoiding unnecessary taxes. For help,
contact...

September 28, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. A big decision
about estate gifts centers on whether they should be given all at once or spread over time. If you feel
led to spread out your estate support of ministry over time, an endowment could be the best option.
That might be a personal endowment you fund, or an endowment already established by the ministry to
which you add. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you understand your options.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

September 2025 Newsletter Article

Renee expressed her frustration with her attorney, saying, “There are just
so many options to choose. This is heavy work for me.” Her lawyer asked,
“What do you mean? Give me an example.” Renee responded, “OK. I
realize that gifts from my estate can happen all at once or be spread over
time. I am not sure how to decide which option is best. And once I make
that decision, how do I figure out the best way to accomplish those goals?”

Your attorney is very skilled in helping you with this challenge. You
should seek the counsel of the attorney you hire to help with your estate.
Yet, your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor is a valuable asset for guidance in
this area as well. Your Gift Planning Counselor can bring these
opportunities up early in deliberations, so that you have plenty of time to
think about, pray about and talk about the options, purposely choosing the
options that resonate with your heart and mind, guided by God’s Holy
Spirit.

There is no cookie cutter design for an estate gift plan. The right plan is
the one that satisfies your Christian goals. This may take a bit of time and
energy on your part to move through this process, but it will bring you the
satisfaction that you have chosen well. To get started, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2025 Bulletin Sentences

October 5, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. To work on your
Christian Estate Plan today, you must decide if you are more controlled by past goals or future desires.
For those who are strongly guided by specific goals in life, it can be difficult to accept that past goals
might need to be changed. This can include financial accumulation, choices about personal
representatives, power of attorney representatives or guardianship of a child. lliness might introduce
new challenges. Your plan needs to be reviewed regularly. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you get started. Contact...

October 12, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. To work on your
Christian Estate Plan today, you must decide if you are more controlled by past goals or future desires.
During working years, financial plans are often focused on wealth accumulation. Sometimes estate
plans are focused on wealth preservation. However, might it be wise, as Christian stewards of God’s
gifts, to shift that focus to blessing family and ministry with God’s things? Your LCMS Foundation Gift
Planning Counselor can help you consider making this shift. Contact...

October 19, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. To work on your
Christian Estate Plan today, you must decide if you are more controlled by past goals or future desires.
What does your family look like today? How does that compare to what it looked like twenty years ago?
You might have more children, or the presence of grandchildren. God may have called some family
members home. Marriage may have changed circumstances of family. Some family might be facing a
health crisis, a financial crisis or mental health challenge that wasn’t present before. Your estate plans
may need to change as a result. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you begin
taking account of these changes, helping you to begin thinking of modifications needed for your estate
plan. Contact...

October 26, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. To work on your
Christian Estate Plan today, you must decide if you are more controlled by past goals or future dreams.
Throughout life, many of our decisions are based on financial budget decisions, whether we can afford
this or that, planning for retirement. As life changes, we start anticipating when we get to go home to
be with Jesus, instead of focusing on the temporary needs of this life. That can change our perspective
about our gift plan in our Christian Estate plan, that focused on transferring blessings to family or
ministry. There is freedom at this point in life. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help
you to explore that new freedom. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

October 2025 Newsletter Article

Fred was perturbed. His friend Mike asked what was wrong. Fred, a retired
accountant, began emotionally sharing how frustrated he was that his
home budget predictions for groceries weren’t covering the cost. “Every
week my wife keeps begging me for more money to do grocery shopping. I
just snap back at her that I didn’t budget for that five years ago. A budget
is a budget.”

We all probably can see the silliness of this story. Yet it points to how we
can allow our plans to be fashioned in cement to such an extent that they
aren’t keeping up with the reality of today, or even the changes that might
happen in the future.

In estate planning, it never works to create a plan and then believe that it
will stay in place without any changes needed for thirty years. Families
change. Economics changes. Health changes. Ministries I wish to support
can change too. Because of all this change, our estate plans must keep up.
[s it time for you to begin a review of what your plans were in the past,
seeing if they are aligned with present realities? Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2025 Bulletin Sentences

November 2, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. If wealth
preservation is your goal, then you only need legal/financial assistance. But if blessing family and
supporting ministry is your aim, working with your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor will assist
you in expressing your faith desires. Contact...

November 9, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. When
you read a will or trust, you read carefully crafted words by attorneys who look to direct legal and
financial affairs in accordance with the law of your state. But is there more to your Christian estate plan
than simple direction of assets? Do you wish to provide opportunity for others, family members and
those touched by ministry, to know Jesus. These things can be addressed as well in your plan. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

November 16, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. Your will
can include a Christian preamble, a statement of faith captured in permanent record, meant to give
confession of your faith and encouragement for beneficiaries of your estate to practice faithful
stewardship, just as you have. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has samples to share with
you to get you started. Contact...

November 23, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. An estate
transfer can be a simple financial transaction, harsh and cold. Or the transference of gifts to family or
ministry can be a faith guided, prayer covered, activity including specific plans to shower others with the
grace of Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you keep this focus. Contact...

November 30, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. For much
of our life, we view our occupations as ways to gather resources necessary to support this life, all
blessed by the Lord. Often attached to that “gathering” is a sense to protect what we have gathered.
Sometimes, the gathering and protecting distract us from the place where true grace filled blessing is
found, in the use of God's gifts, to reflect Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help
you keep this grace filled focus. Contact...,



L. CMSFoundation

November 2025 Newsletter Article

Sally called her daughter to let her know a company had just installed an
alarm system on her house. It was complete with motion sensors, door
sensors, window sensors, a panic button, and even glass breakage sound
sensors. Sally remarked, “After the rash of break-ins in the neighborhood
lately, I installed this to give me peace of mind. But now that I have all
these protections in place, I almost feel captive in my home, not feeling
safe to go outside anymore.”

Sally’s experience is what happens when we focus our lives merely on
“protecting what is ours.” God has not given us blessings to store them,
but to use them. With his blessings, we bless our families, and we bless
ministries so that the life of Jesus is shared in our communities and world.
While there is no harm in taking precautions in an often dangerous world,
our hope is not found in those precautions. We never want those
precautions to take the place of active blessings.

That same thing is true about putting together our Christian Estate Plans.
It is easy to get caught up in all the “what-ifs” of life, trying to protect
against them that in the end we lose our focus on blessing the next
generation with Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

November 2025 Bulletin Sentences

November 2, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. If wealth
preservation is your goal, then you only need legal/financial assistance. But if blessing family and
supporting ministry is your aim, working with your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor will assist
you in expressing your faith desires. Contact...

November 9, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. When
you read a will or trust, you read carefully crafted words by attorneys who look to direct legal and
financial affairs in accordance with the law of your state. But is there more to your Christian estate plan
than simple direction of assets? Do you wish to provide opportunity for others, family members and
those touched by ministry, to know Jesus. These things can be addressed as well in your plan. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact...

November 16, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. Your will
can include a Christian preamble, a statement of faith captured in permanent record, meant to give
confession of your faith and encouragement for beneficiaries of your estate to practice faithful
stewardship, just as you have. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has samples to share with
you to get you started. Contact...

November 23, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. An estate
transfer can be a simple financial transaction, harsh and cold. Or the transference of gifts to family or
ministry can be a faith guided, prayer covered, activity including specific plans to shower others with the
grace of Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you keep this focus. Contact...

November 30, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. The big decision
to make is whether an estate plan is merely a legal/financial activity or is it an activity of faith. For much
of our life, we view our occupations as ways to gather resources necessary to support this life, all
blessed by the Lord. Often attached to that “gathering” is a sense to protect what we have gathered.
Sometimes, the gathering and protecting distract us from the place where true grace filled blessing is
found, in the use of God's gifts, to reflect Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help
you keep this grace filled focus. Contact...,



L. CMSFoundation

November 2025 Newsletter Article

Sally called her daughter to let her know a company had just installed an
alarm system on her house. It was complete with motion sensors, door
sensors, window sensors, a panic button, and even glass breakage sound
sensors. Sally remarked, “After the rash of break-ins in the neighborhood
lately, I installed this to give me peace of mind. But now that I have all
these protections in place, I almost feel captive in my home, not feeling
safe to go outside anymore.”

Sally’s experience is what happens when we focus our lives merely on
“protecting what is ours.” God has not given us blessings to store them,
but to use them. With his blessings, we bless our families, and we bless
ministries so that the life of Jesus is shared in our communities and world.
While there is no harm in taking precautions in an often dangerous world,
our hope is not found in those precautions. We never want those
precautions to take the place of active blessings.

That same thing is true about putting together our Christian Estate Plans.
It is easy to get caught up in all the “what-ifs” of life, trying to protect
against them that in the end we lose our focus on blessing the next
generation with Jesus. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2025 Bulletin Sentences

December 7, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. As we wrap up
this year long consideration, we must ponder whether we see our estate plan as an expression of our
Christian faith or just giving up on life. For many years, we focus on building and accumulating.
Eventually, however, we must pass on financial assets to others, primarily family or ministries. If done
correctly, this “passing on” is a plan for continuing the use of God’s gifts, conveying His blessings. This
isn’t giving up at all, as we look to inherit our eternal inheritance. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you gain this perspective. Contact...

December 14, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. As we wrap up
this year long consideration, we must ponder whether we see our estate plan as an expression of our
Christian faith or just giving up on life. Estate documents often read and sound very legal. They are.
But it is possible for you to insert language in a will or trust that reflects your Christian faith to all who
will be benefactors of your estate. Your LCMS Counselor can supply examples to get you going.
Contact...

December 21, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. As we wrap up
this year long consideration, we must ponder whether we see our estate plan as an expression of our
Christian faith or just giving up on life. To provide continuity in the estate planning process, it is
essential to speak with family about your plans, so they can see the blessing prepared. It is equally
essential to express to ministry leaders the desires you have for the gifts that will flow to ministry, as
you express your faith purpose behind the gift. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in
these conversations. Contact...

December 28, 2025

We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. As we wrap up
this year long consideration, we must ponder whether we see our estate plan as an expression of our
Christian faith or just giving up on life. As we complete this year, we keep in mind that in Christ, we will
never finish but simply transfer into the glorious life the Lord has prepared for us. We never let death
have the final word, for Jesus has conquered it. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can
assist you in putting your life-celebrating plan together. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

December 2025 Newsletter Article

Have you participated in any high school class reunions? Some classes are
great at getting together. Other classmates have been thrown to the wind
across the country, even the world, and rarely connect. Maybe you have
someone from your class that shares old pictures on social media. It’s fun
to reminisce. But maybe in the midst of that remembering also comes a
certain amount of regret, as you think about the wide-eyed enthusiasm you
used to have about what you would accomplish in the future, and now it
feels like you are just wrapping up.

For some, working on their estate plan may actually feel like giving up, as
if most of the living is complete in life. But there is another way to think of
it. A Christian estate plan is one of anticipation, as the Lord Jesus will lead
us to the glory that He has prepared for us. St. Paul once said, “Nothing
can compare to the glory that is about to be revealed in us.” (Romans 8)
An estate plan looks at physical things, and recognizes they have belonged
to the Lord all along. And now we get to put a plan in place, in how our
family will be blessed in inheritance and how we can support the work of
God’s Kingdom in the ministry of the Church. There is no end here, but
bright prospects.

Sometimes we need a little help and encouragement to maintain that kind
of positive perspective. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can help. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2025 Bulletin Sentences

January 4, 2026

We live in a “l can do it myself” culture. That has been cultivated by our access to technology. Yet the
question is, “Do | need help to create my Christian estate plan?” This month we consider that your
estate plan represents the biggest collection of decisions with far more impact than any others in life.
To begin with, a good estate plan will include a good attorney, who can take your goals and put them
down into carefully crafted, precise documents. Without an attorney, you risk allowing your will to be
contested, or making mistakes that could leave something out you wished to do. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can get you ready to meet with your attorney. Contact...

January 11, 2026

We live in a “I can do it myself” culture. That has been cultivated by our access to technology. Yet the
qguestion is, “Do | need help to create my Christian estate plan?” This month we consider that your
estate plan represents the biggest collection of decisions with far more impact than any others in life.
But what is the value of meeting with an LCMS Gift Planning Counselor if | already plan on meeting with
an attorney? The answer is, that your counselor can assist you in getting organized, thinking through
your goals and becoming specific about them, and encouraging you to spend time considering who you
might choose for a personal representative, trustee or the one named in your power of attorney
documents. This decision should be carefully made, not rushed. Prayer should be included. Your LCMS
Gift Planning Counselor can help you get started now. Contact...

January 18, 2026

We live in a “l can do it myself” culture. That has been cultivated by our access to technology. Yet the
guestion is, “Do | need help to create my Christian estate plan?” This month we consider that your
estate plan represents the biggest collection of decisions with far more impact than any others in life. If
you are planning gifts to family, it is a wise idea to discuss these with family, imparting Godly
encouragement for faithful stewardship. A ministry gift might include a discussion with current ministry
leaders. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate these discussions. Contact...

January 25, 2026

We live in a “l can do it myself” culture. That has been cultivated by our access to technology. Yet the
question is, “Do | need help to create my Christian estate plan?” This month we consider that your
estate plan represents the biggest collection of decisions with far more impact than any others in life.
Estate planning is more than a task such as filing your income taxes online. Your attorney, financial
advisor, insurance representative and tax advisor all have a responsibility to help you plan well. Your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help make sure all the communication is working with all
these people, also making sure that your goals are being respected. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

January 2026 Newsletter Article

Rick boasted to Allen, “I just watched a YouTube video and was able to fix my twenty-year-old
clothes dryer. | am feeling so confident now, that | bet | could use one of those online tools and
write my own will too. | can probably get this all done for less than $100.”

Allen, who had just worked with his attorney said, “That’s impressive that you fixed your dryer.
But let me ask a few questions. Do you own property in more than one state? How are you
going to choose who serves as your personal representative? Which choices for end-of-life
medical concerns are you going to choose? Would inheritance to family be bestin a lump sum
or stretched over time? What is the most tax savvy way to minimize taxes when making a
charitable gift? 1 don’t think you are going to get all these answers through YouTube.”

The reality is, there are many self-serve opportunities in life, from ATM’s, to self-checkout at
the grocery store to ordering a ride at the airport using Waymo, the autonomous cabs. But you
don’t get to self-diagnose illness or write your own prescriptions. You need a doctor to do that.
You can’t fill your own air conditioning unit with refrigerant. A licensed technician must do
that. So also, in the complex world of estates, you need the assistance of those who specialize
in doing this work, to make sure that mistakes don’t happen. Your attorney or financial advisor
bring much to the table. But sometimes they specialize in wealth creation or wealth protection.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor specializes in charitable gifts and the smartest
way to use the right asset, in the right way for the right gift. It takes a team.

To get your team all pulling for you, helping you in your faithful stewardship of God’s gifts, your
LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2025 Bulletin Sentences

February 1, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. An automated will or trust generator may not be able to capture family
nuances pertaining to inheritance. Hiring legal counsel to make sure these issues are addressed is
pursued. To prepare for working with an attorney, your Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact...

February 8, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. Choosing the right asset to aim toward inheritance or the right one to
create a charitable gift can make the difference in not paying tens of thousands of unnecessary taxes.
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you understand the right choice. Contact...

February 15, 2026

We live in an “I can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. A will might refer to a certain percentage of gift to family or ministry,
but a beneficiary designation on an account like an IRA might supersede with different instructions. Itis
important to have help making sure these documents agree. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist. Contact...

February 22, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. Sometimes we might be tempted to think a Christian estate
plan is just a collection of documents (will, trust, POA). However, we need to look deeper into the
factors influencing a good plan. Sometimes we don’t know the possibilities of things we could do,
especially on our own. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can show you those gifting
opportunities. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

February 2026 Newsletter Article

“I have a question for you. Have you ever read through all the paragraphs in your will? | did
recently on a rainy afternoon when there was nothing else to do and | had no idea | ever signed
a document that addressed so many topics.” Those words were shared with Rita by her friend
Rene. Ritaresponded, “I find legal documents and estate issues so complicated. I’'m glad | can
have someone else lead me through that challenge.”

Sometimes we may think that an estate plan is simply a will, a trust and a couple of POA
documents and that the fees an attorney charges for that stack of papers is too expensive.
However, an estate plan is more than just a stack of yellowing papers. The plan comes out of
discussion, prayer, and thinking, discerning how God wants you to distribute the things He has
entrusted to your care once He calls you home to Jesus. The real value of the estate plan is
found in the plan, not just in some documents. It takes some work to create that plan.

Many don’t know where to get started in creating their first plan or reviewing an old plan, so
they take no action at all. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help you get
started. It begins with organizing your pertinent information. It continues with honing the
goals you have, not just for family inheritance but support of ministry as well. Then clear
information can be shared with your attorney, so they can draft documents that take into
consideration legal concerns, making sure your goals are on paper and will be respected and
accomplished someday. To get started in this faith journey, contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2026 Bulletin Sentences

March 1, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. The truth is that with creating a Christian estate plan, we need
an entire team, to assist us to make sure that our plan is well grounded. Having a good attorney is
essential to this process, as they bring expertise to know how to document your plans legally and clearly
in your will or trust, especially accounting for unique challenges. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can help you organize your information and goals so you are ready to work with your
attorney. Contact...

March 8, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. The truth is that with creating a Christian estate plan, we need
an entire team, to assist us to make sure that our plan is well grounded. Being tax-wise is essential in an
estate plan so that you are caring for the family you love and ministries you care about. This can require
that you talk with your accountant/tax preparer, to advise you, based on your current tax realities, and
what impact a charitable gift today or in the future will have. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can get you started thinking about this topic, helping you to know what questions to ask your
tax advisor. Contact...

March 15, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. The truth is that with creating a Christian estate plan, we need
an entire team, to assist us to make sure that our plan is well grounded. The estate plan certainly can
focus on care for the family to whom you are responsible. But it also plans the distribution of financial
assets that have accumulated over the years. Your financial advisor is tremendously valuable, bringing
to the table your conversations about planning for family, education and retirement. These topics
should be factored into your estate plan. Bridging the gap between current financial plans and estate
plans is something your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist with. Contact...

March 22, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. The truth is that with creating a Christian estate plan, we need
an entire team, to assist us to make sure that our plan is well grounded. It may very well be that part of
your planning has included insurance. Those insurance needs change during different eras of life. Past
insurance plans to guard against potential disasters, might now provide great inheritance opportunities
for family, or even a charitable gift. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in
conversations with your insurance representative to make sure your insurance policies are coordinated
in your plans. Contact...

March 29, 2026

We live in an “l can do it myself” culture. The truth is that with creating a Christian estate plan, we need
an entire team, to assist us to make sure that our plan is well grounded. The estate plan includes
attorneys, tax advisors, financial advisors and insurance representatives. With that many cooks in the
kitchen, it is easy to lose coordination. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can bring that
coordination. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

March 2026 Newsletter Article

“l took my car to one place for an oil change, another for the brakes, and still another for a tune
up. Yet my car just doesn’t seem to be running right, and no one is offering to step in to help

”

me.

That same scenario might be true about your Christian estate plan. You might be tempted to
focus on one thing at a time, a will here, an insurance policy there, a conversation with the
financial planner periodically and then the annual tax preparation. But do we think about how
all those things are linked together? We need to, in order to have a comprehensive plan.

In a busy world, focused on quick productivity, we often miss the opportunity to weave the
conversations of all our advisors together. In addition, inviting your pastor into these
conversations, and your family, can bring a fullness otherwise missed. Your LCMS Foundation
Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate conversations in your circle of important people.
Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2026 Bulletin Sentences

April 5,2026

A good gift plan within an estate includes inheritance for family and gifts to ministry. Sometimes the
family side of things can be a bit tricky to plan. Your children do not have identical lives or identical
needs. What may be good for one might not be good for the other. Being wise about how much
inheritance to give, how to give it and when to give it, are all important questions as you look to be a
faithful steward of God’s things. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can listen to your family
story and offer some suggestions about how to care for your family the best. Contact...

April 12, 2026

A good gift plan within an estate includes inheritance for family and gifts to ministry. Sometimes the
family side of things can be a bit tricky to plan. Should you let your family members know the details of
your gift plan from your estate, for family and ministry? It depends on many circumstances. But if at all
possible, it is a great thing to draw family members in at the time of planning, to celebrate God’s
blessings together and to inform family members of your intentions so that they can do their part of
honoring those intentions. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in those
conversations. Contact...

April 19, 2026

A good gift plan within an estate includes inheritance for family and gifts to ministry. Sometimes the
family side of things can be a bit tricky to plan. Many people choose one of their family members to
serve in the role of personal representative, trustee or in the power of attorney role. There should
always be alternates chosen as well. It is wise to communicate this plan to family before the Lord calls
you home, so family members are ready to each do their parts to help carry out your faithful
stewardship plan. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can discuss and pray with you about
your choices and the communication of those choices. Contact...

April 26, 2026

A good gift plan within an estate includes inheritance for family and gifts to ministry. Sometimes the
family side of things can be a bit tricky to plan. Letting your family know about your estate gift plans is
especially crucial regarding the charitable desires you have. Even if you choose not to share all the
details of the inheritance you plan to give them, you should communicate the list of ministries you
desire to support and why. This way, those family members will have clear insight into the details
included in your estate plan, instead of heads full of questions. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor can assist in sorting through which conversations you want to have. Contact...



L. CMSFoundation

April 2026 Newsletter Article

Bart asked his friend Dave this question: “Have you let your children know the details of your
estate plan?”

That question unleashed a much more dramatic response from Dave than Bart was expecting.
“No way. | wantitto be a surprise. My kids have no business knowing what we have, or how
we planto disperse it after we are gone. | don’t want them to feel entitled to my stuff, hoping |
will die soon so they get it all.”

While harsh, elements of this response may be present in many, even among Christians. Let’s
break it down a bit. First, we begin by reminding ourselves that the things in our lives are really
not “our” things, but God’s things, which He has asked us to manage faithfully on His behalf, to
share Jesus with our families and the world around us. Second, not having discussions with
children about inheritance robs them of hearing from you your understanding of blessing, and
your intentions to respond from a life of faith in managing those blessings. Third, if you are
asking family members to carry out estate roles (personal representative/trustee) someday,
you need to be giving them clear guidance so they can make sure your God-directed desires are
carried out.

Family dynamics can be challenging, especially where sin has left its mark. However, it is
crucial, if possible, to communicate your faith and your intentions to family, in an effort to
celebrate Jesus together, especially His grace shown on the cross. We don’t want to leave
these matters dangling. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you to know
your plan well, to express your faith clearly and to prepare for family conversations. For help,
contact...
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